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Tar West Inpia pocuments. The N. Y. Journal 
of Commerce very satisfactorily accounts for its late 
publication of the correspondence between Mr. McLane 
and lord Aberdeen, by saying—The correspondence 
referred to, was presented to both houses of the British 
parliament some time in November, ‘by command of 
his majesty,’ and printed by the government printer, in 
a folio pamphlet of 31 pages. A copy of this pamphlet 
was received at this office by the George Canning.” 

SC’ We have commenced the publication of these 
documents, as they accompanied the message of the pre- 
sident—and shall give them, compactly, as soon as we 
can, with due attention to other things. 





Frovr. A letter from J. H. Powell, esq. of Phila- 
delphia, now in England, is published in a Harrisburg 
paper, and says— 

“My dear sir—I have but one moment to state, that 
ihave high authority for saying that the supply of grain 
on the continent of Europe is short, and that agents from 
France have gone to the United States to purchase the 
corn, &c. Communicate this to the farmers of both 
houses. In great haste, your friend, &c.” 

GronGiaA AND THE INDIANS. We have many inte- 
resting papers and statements, growing out of the writ of 
error, lately issued in reference to the case of Tassels, 
who, it will be seen, was executed, no notice having been 
served on the judge or sheriff of the county. We shall 
record some of these papers as soon as we shall have 
disposed of the documents relating to the British West 
India trade. 
the nature of a writ of error, ve copy the following hints 
from the National Intelligencer. 

1. The signature of the chief justice of the United 
States toa writ of error, is merely formal, The clerk 
prepares the writ, and no judge of the supreme court, in 
ordinary cases, sees or hears of it Ul it is returned. 

2. The Lith amendment of the constitution prohibits 
suits against particular states. But, in Cohens vs. Vir- 
ginia, it was held that a writ of error is not a suit within 
this clause of the constitution. The United States are 
exempted from suit, but nothing is more customary or 
regular than a writ of error upon a judgment obtained by 
the United States. 

3. Quere. Whether the supreme court can take offi- 
cial notice of the death of the plaintiff in error, (in the 
case of the executed Indian), until it is regularly suggest- 
ed on the docket; and, until that is done, must not the 
court enforce its process? 





Execution oF Gronce Tassrts. We learn from 
the Georgia Athenian, of the 28th ult. that “the execu- 
tion of this uofortunate Indian took plaee on the 24th 
ult. A large number of persons were assembled on 
the occasion, among whom were some eighteen or twen- 
ty Indians.””) The Athenian notices the proceedings of 
the legislature, upon the receipt of the order from chief 
justice Marshall: and adds, that no notice from the U. 
S. court was served upon judge Clayton, or the sheriff 
of Hali county. [ Charleston Courier. 





Terniste. On the night of the 29th inst. a Mr. 
Newey, who lived in Harbaugh’s valley, Frederick 
county, Maryland, together with his wife, two children, 
father-in-law and apprentice boy, were all murdered, 
after which the house was set on fire and consumed, 
The man, his wife, and children, seem to have been stab- 
bed in their sleep, the father-in-law and apprentice killed 
as they descended from an upper eliamber to ascertam the 
cause of the noise. ‘The firing of the house alarmed one 
of the neighbors, and it was thus ascertained that the 
murder had been committed previous to the arson. 
The author of this deed is supposed to have been a ne- 
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phew of Mr. Newey, named Markley, who, about 5 
years, since had been sent to the penitentiary for robbing 
him ot his clothes, a watch and 250 dollars.. Markley has 
been arrested in Baltimore, and is now safely lodged in 
jail. 

Awrut! Thomas Ritchie’s, “Enquirer” of the 8th inst. 
has the following awful annunciation— 

“BF We have a long and a strong reply to our friend 
Hezekiah Niles, from the “Practical Man.”—We have 
no room for it this morning——but shall lay it before our 
readers on Tuesday, if possible—on Thursday, at the 
latest. —He cuts up the statements of the Register in 
high style.” 

Very well—if Mr. Ritchie permits his readers to see 
what 1 have said, I shall extend the same courtesy to 
him; as soon as I can get the room, 





ABUNDANCE OF sPEcTE. A late number of the ‘*New 
York Journal of Commerce” contained the following 
article. The better to make some remarks upon it, we 
have numbered the paragraphs. 


*‘It is estimated by those who understand sa@ch matters 
that the banks in this city have now on hand seven mil- 
lions of dollars in specie, and it continues to flow in from 
all quarters. ‘The vaults are already overflowimg, and 
some of the banks will soon be compelled torent larger 
accommodations in which to store their redundant bare 
rels of dollars. The legal interest on this mass of idle 


: capital would be almost half a million annually. (1) 
But, as some mistake appears to exist as to 


‘*How we are to be relicved from the ineumbrance, it 
is not easy tosee. ‘The state of the world is new in this 
respect. Until within a few years, Chinese idolatry fure 
nished a market for all the surplus dollars in the world: 
and in hertemples the produce of all the mines was again 
buried up, as much beyond the reaeh of the commercial 
world, and more too, than before it was first dug from the 
earth. ‘To stop that drain of specie from the country, 
congress imposed a burdensome duty on the goods 
bought with it. ‘The fact of exportation was to all prac- 
tical minds, good proof that however valuable the specie 
might be to us, there were other things still more valua- 
ble. Yet congress, unwilling to trust the merchant to 
put his barrel of dallars to the best use, refused him pere 
mission to exchange it for the silks of Canton, and eom- 
pelled him to supply his warehouse from the dearer mere 
chandize of some other eter hte 

‘“‘The Chinese have at Jength taken it into their heads to 
second our policy. Having made up their thirty millions 
of gods, or twice that number perhaps, they have con- 
cluded not to pursue that round-about course any further, 
but instead of making silver gods and then imploring of 
them other supplies, to take the shorter cut ot buying 
supplies in the direct course of business. Now, there- 
fore, they call on us for merchandize, and our market 
tor specie is lost. What then shall we do? The mines 
are throwing out their products with unabated industry, 
We may export a little to France, but it is nothing com- 
paratively, and even if the demand were much greater 
in that way, the specie would only float about on the sure 
tace of business, and come back with the next ebb of the 
tide. Atany rate, the stock would be aceumylating upon 
commerce. We must have some method of consu 
tion for an article which is furnished so abundantly, 
The making of spoons and plate affords a little rehief, 
and but a little: for the old silver remains to be worked 
a thousand times. ‘There is but little exhaustion of the 
mass. We want some vortex such as China was, where 
we may earry cargo alter eargo, and throw it in and never 
see it more.(3) 

“Ti occurs to us that now is a grand time for this nation 
to consummate its wealth and glory en the plan of con- 
gress, and the abettors of the non-exportation-of-specie 
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doctrine. We have only to do like the Chinese,—wear} of cotton goods to those places, which yield a profit on 


nothing, eat nothing, enjoy nothing, but sell every thing. 
If this policy were carried out in its extremest severity, 
we might accumulate sixty or seventy millions of doHars 
annually. And if the nation were to follow the policy 
as long as the Chinese have, we should certainly be every 
thing that silver could make us. Sunker Hill monument, 
which lingers for want of granite, might then be made 
to shoot up a plished shaft of silver. Our streets might 
be paved with silver, Every man might have a silver 
walking stick, silver slippers, and if he pleased a silver 
night cap.(4) 

‘But it the friends of the restrictive system should 
change their minds, as men are wont to do, at the mo- 
ment the object for which they have toiled is within their 
grasp, then we must go on as before,—build our pyra- 
mids of granite, and our slippers of morrocco. What 
will then be the effect of this constant production of the 

wecious metal with no corresponding consumption? 
Vhat would be the consequence in any other commodi- 
ty, if the consumption should cease while the produc- 
tion went orf? Evidently there would soon exiat a heavy 
over stock of such an article, and the price would fall 
until it should be used for cheaper purposes, and until 
the consumption should cease or be reduced to the limits 
of production. [f this should be the course of the 
precious metals, the revolutions m property would be 
very great. That it will be, we will not undertake to 


predict: —that it will not be, it would require wiser heads 
than ours to prove.(5) 


—_— 


**(1)Specie was never before so abundant in the United 

States as at present. The vaults of the banks may be 
said to he filled with dollars, and a very large amount is 
in cireulation, because of the diminished number and in- 
creased detestation of ragged and filthy one and two dol- 
lar bank notes. The bank of the United States lately 
expressed a willingness to loan the state of Pennsylvania 
eight millions of dollars, at 5 per cent, per annum; and, 
at that rate of interest, offers have been made to supply 
a million for making the projected rail-road from 
Baltimore to Washington. A remarkable instance of 
the abundance of money is in the following fact, as we 
have heard it stated—that Baltimore may draw on Phila- 
delphia for a million of dollars, which Philadelphia will 
cheerlully pay in specic; but, as money is not wanted by 
the Baltimore banks, there is no desire to encounter the 
cost of its transportation, and it remains useless at Phila- 
delphia, It is probable that the United States might 
borrow fifty millions, for any popular purposes, at 
about four per cent. provided the principal was irre- 
deemable tor 15 or 20 years. ‘The rapid payments on 
account ofthe public debt, in the last seven or eight 
years, may have partially caused this surplus capital— 
but the new investments in other stocks, or various pub- 
lie or private improvements, must have greatly exceed- 
ed the amount paid on account of the debt. Money is 
etapa every where in the United States to those who 
save any desired article to give for it, at a fair price. And 
withal, there is a slow but wholesome rise in the value of 
real property, within the last three orfour sears. How is 
this? We shall enquire a little into the important mat- 
ter, in our remarks on the subsequent paragraphs. 

(2) The business formerly with China was but a small 
affair, compared with the changed character of things in 
the United States. ‘The high duties upon Chinese goods 
were laid for revenue, and by early acts of congress— 
altered only in 1816, because cf the want of money, 
when they were somewhat increased,—except in 1830, 
when the duties on teas were agreed to be much reduced. 
In the early years of this yct young republic, the trade with 
China was not regarded as an advantageous one, because 
that no considerable amount of our own products were 
accepted in exchange for her commodities, and all may 
remember when the sailing of two or three ships, with 
5 or 600,000 dellars for China, caused great embarrass- 
ments tomercantile menand the public generally. The 
whole export of speeie to China and the East Indies, from 
the United States, never, perhaps, averaged more than a 
million anda half a year; which would hardly be felt 
in the present condition of our country. But now, in- 
stead o Sunks a large supply of cotton goods trom 
China and Bengal with specie, we export large quantities 
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sales there, being better than their cost in dollars in the 
United States. And further, some portion of the value 
of the articles obtained in China, for our use, for several 
years past, is the product of furs collected by our ad- 
venturous citizens on the North West coast of America, 
or the far distant islands of the south, and disposed of at 
Canton. The character of the trade has materially 
changed; and it is well known that large quantities of 
specie have latterly been exported trom China to Bengal, 
&e. in exchange for raw cotton, and various manufactur- 
ed articles. 

**(3)The general facts above hinted at are admitted in 
the third parsgraph,—the Chinese ‘‘call upon us for mer- 
chandize, and our market for specie is lost.?? We re- 
gard specie as much an article of “merchandise” as 
teas—but, if the market for specie is lost, we still have 
wherewith to obtain teas; and think it more advanta- 
geous that they should be purchased with cotton goods, 
exported from Boston or Philadelphia, or furs gathered 
by the industry of our people, than with specie, because 
we respect the Jatter as the superior sort of ‘*merchan- 
dize.”” But we apprehend a great mistake in the say- 
ing, ‘*that the mines are throwing out their products with 
unabated industry.”” We thought it an accepted fact— 
that the products of the mines had diminished at least one 
half, in the last twenty years, compared with former ones. 
A writer in a late number of the London Quarterly Re- 
view has a long and interesting article on this subject. 
He supposes that since 1810, the increased population 
and business of the world requires an annual tresh sup- 
ply [in all} of 54,000,000 dollars; but he calculates that, 
because of the disturbances in South America and Mexi- 
co, such supply, which amounted to 54,980,000 dollars 
previous to 1810, has since then not exceeded 23,980,000 
—leaving an annual deficiency of 31 millions, &c. 

He gives various items, classed as follows, to shew the 
annual demand for specie since 18L0— 





To meet the increase of business $9,000,000 

To fill the chasm caused by the withdrawal 
of paper money 15,000,000 
Consumption by the manufacturers 30,000, O00 
Total $54,000,000 


And_ after references to many facts, he offers the fol- 
lowing to shew the annual supply before and since 1810— 
Previous to 1810. Subsequent to 1810. 


America, $47,000,000 $15,000,000 
Africa, 1,000,000 1,000,000 
Europe and Asia, 6,980 OVO 7,980,000 

$54,980,000 $23,980,000 


Shewing adecrease in the annual supply, since 1810? 
of 31,000,600, But if we compare the supply with the 
demand during this period, the result will be, 





Annual demand, $54,000,000 
Annual supply, 23,980,000 
Deficit $30,020,000 


which, in 20 years, amounts to $600,000,000. 


He then speaks of the loss by shipwrecks and the 
thousands of accidents that happen, by which money is 
lost to the circulation, which, on the whole amount of 
specie in the world, [3,000 millions of dollars} he sup- 
poses would amount to 120 millions in 20 years, making 
a whole apparent deficiency in that period of 720 mil- 
lions, Xe. 

We shall not enter into aspecial consideration of the 
facts suggested, but think that they may be generally 
aceepted. China is no longer the “vortex”? into. which 
cargoes of dollars may be cast, and seen no more.— 
Scientific power has couquered cheap manual labor. 
Her people, though subsisted for the value of two or 
three cents per day, cannot make cotton yarn or cloth 
so cheaply as others at Manchester, Providence, &c. 
and what used to be regarded as the cheap goods ot 
Bengal, whole ship-loads of which we have seen im- 
ported, have given way to the cheaper and better ope- 
rations of scientific power in Europe and America, Nay, 
itis probable, that as much cotton goods was last year 





exported from the United States to China and Bengal 
as was imported from them —some of their articles being 
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yet needed to make up assortments, and gratify the va- 
rious taste of the people. } 
The late message of the president of the United States 
has the following paragraph— : : 
“{t is an infirmity of our nature to mingle our inte- 
rests and prejudices with the operation of our reasoning 
rowers, and attribute to the objects of our likes and dis- 
likes, qualities they do nut possess, and effects they can- 
not produce. The effects of the present tariffare doubtless 
overrated, both in its evils and its advantages. By one 
class of reasoners, the reduced price of cotton and other 
agricultural products is ascribed wholly to its influence, 
and by another, the reduced price of manufactured ar- 
ticles. The probability is, that neither opinion approaches 
the truth, and that both are induced by that influence of 
interests and prejudices to which Lhave referred. The 
decrease of prices extends throughout the commercial 
world, embracing not only the raw material and the ma- 
nufactured article, but provisions and lands. The cause 
must, therefore, be deeper and more pervading than 
the tariff of the United States. It may,in a measure, 
be attributable to the increased value of the precious 


* metals, produced by a diminution of the supply, and an 


increase in the demand; while commerce has rapidly 
extended itself, and population has augmented. The 
supply of gold and silver, the general medium of ex- 
change, hus been greatly interrupted by civil convulsions 
in the countries from which they are principally drawn. 
A part of the effect, too, is doubtless owing to an in- 
crease cf operatives and improvements in machinery, 
But, on the whole, it is questionable whether the reduc- 
tion in the price of lands, produce and manufactures, has 
been greater than the appreciation of the standard of 
value.” 

‘The main point in this extract is at issue with the re- 
mourks of the ‘Journal of Commerce,” and, we think, 
entirely correct, as to *fa diminished supply of the pre- 
cious metals,’’ but altogether in error, we believe, as to 
an “inereased value” of them. Lf a house which rented 
for 100 dollars a year may be had for 75 dollars, we 
should not call it evidence of an increased value of such 
property—but such, about or nearly 25 per cent. is the 
reduced amount of interest on money, the present time 
compared with 1810, though sinee that period, the quanti- 
ty of the precious metals, in use as a circulating medium, 
has probably diminished in a large sum, indeed. The 
low rate of interest, or the price of money, has the effect 
to reduce the price of commodities—but how is it, that, 
with a lessened supply, the annual value of specie has 
been reduced, when vested in stocks or otherwise loan- 
ed out? Here is a very important question. We can- 
not enter into particulars—but it is the more rap d ‘‘cir- 
culation of values” which causes this apparently irrecon- 
cilable state of things. Capital that was turned only 
once or twice ina year, is now turned many times; and, 
because of the making of canals and roads, the applica- 
tion of steam, and grest improvements in the art of na- 
vigation generally, hitherto distant places have become 
near to one another. For a familiar case—the farmer 
en lake Michigan now looks ata New York Price Cur- 
rent, to fix the selling price of Ais wheat! There is a 
market for it, easy of access and prompt, and he ean 
calculate the proceeds of a thousand bushels of wheat 
just as well as those of a thousand silver dollars—though 
the latter were carried, as in ‘‘old times,’? 500 miles 
through the wilderness, on horse-back, with much fatigue 
and risk and cost. Instead of collecting and thas trans- 
porting hard dollars, the merchant in Michigan leaves 
them for the neighboring circulation, and remits the 
produce of the country, for supplying it with goods. 
“‘Lhese are [new] daily operations in all parts of the U. 
States, and many of the countries of Europe. Places 
that were as if inaccessible to one another for ordinary 
purposes of trade, have become neighbors; or negotia- 
tions which required three months are performed in as 
many weeks,as we have explained in our article on the 
‘civenlation of values.” And this ‘‘circulation” is 
mightily promoted by the use of ‘“timproved machinery,” 
applied to manufactures. Hence, though the supply of 
specie is less than it was, it is either less needed as a 
measure of value, or performs its office more rapidly, 
With us, the bank of the United States is a powerful 
agent, in the latter respect. Wiathout a dollar being 
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handled, how many millions are negotiated throngh 
its various branches! But withal, balances must some- 
times be settled with specie—we do not, however, see 
it passing and repassing as heretofore, at heavy expenses 
for transportation and care of it, all which were a dead loss 
to the owners of the money. ‘The increased coasting and 
inland trade of the United States, is the source of such 
operations. ‘The world too, has enjoyed a general state 
of peace, and all nations, to forward their own industry, 
prefer exchanges of their own commodities to the settle- 
ment of balances by payments of specie, unless producing 
it,as in Mexico, &c. Besides, in a state of peace there is 
only a small disposition to hoard speeie—but with all our 
present plentifulness of it, what would become of our 
dollars, were the bank of the United States to cease re- 
deeming its notes in them fora single month? They 
would disappear from circulation immediately. And 
if a general war shall break out in Europe, so that 
supplies must be obtained and balances settled by pay- 
ments in coin instead of general exchanges of products, 
it will not long be a subject of complaint that our banks 
are incommoded with dollars. There would be a **vor- 
tex” for them very speedily. 


An opinion extensively prevails, and it is rather sanc- 
tioned by the extract which we have made from the pre- 
sident’s message, that there is a reduced price of lands 
and their products, as well as of manutactured articles, 
beeause of an appreciated value in the precious metals, 
it is very certain, we think, that no such appreciated value 
at present exists. Money was never so cheap in the U,. 
States as it is now, and the opinion must nceds seem an 
erroneous one. We more than doubt the opinion, that 
the general value of lands and provisions has been di- 
minished —at least in our own country, though there are 
many partial reductions. How much has the aggregate 
value of lands and their products been inereased on the 
waters of the Mississippi, since the introduction of steame 
boats On the western rivers? What the value of lands in N, 
York, Vermont, north Penusylvania and Ohio, Michi- 
gan, &c. since the making of the Evie and Champlain, 
and other canals; or in Pennsylvania by her roads and 
canals, &c. giving access to her ‘coal fields?” ‘Thou. 
sands of millions of dollars are involved in these and si- 
milar questions that might be asked. The present inte- 
rior and coasting transportations of the United States, are 
probably accomplished at an annual cost of 50 millions 
less, than the same umount could have been performed 
for, 20 years ago—and this is enurely a clear gain. So far 
itreduces the price of commodities—but has no reference 
to an appreciated value in the precious metals: and, if 
the price of land, or wheat, is reduced in parts adjacent 
to New York, Philadelphia, &c. the price of land or wheat 
near Buffalo, Detroit, Pittsburg, &c. has advanced ata 
higher rate, There has rather been an equalization 
than a depreciation of prices; and this will proceed as 
internal improvement, with scientific power, advances, 
We have no doubt that the 10 millions* expended on the 





*Say, these canals cost 10 millions—or, at 5 per 
cent. 500,000 dollars a year—the receipts for tolls, last 
year, were $1,027,327, for the Erie and Champlain 
canals, and the cost of them, including interest paid, 
$628,751—leaving an zpparent profit to the state of 
$400,000, But this is a small matter. What hae been 
suved in the cost of transporting commodities?—all 
which is a public gain, in one way or another. We 
wish that some friend of internal improvement, who has 
the means at command, would calculate the amount 
saved. We roughly guess, that it is equal toa capital 
of more than one hundred millions. Add to this, the 
increased valae of property on the lines, or within the 
ranges of these canals—and, what is the whole amount 
of value, really given, because of them? This is the 
only true way to determine the benefits of such things. 

A writer in the Charleston **Mercury,” with refer- 
ence to the subject hinted at, says—‘twe will take the 
supposed distanee to Hamburg, 140 miles, 100 bales of 
cotton on freight;—by wagon it will require 10 wagons, 
each carrymg 10 bales is 100 bales—4 horses in each 
wagon is 40 horses—1L man and 1 boy each is 10 men, 
and 10 boys—usaal day’s travel is 20 miles per day—f 
days tu make thetrip. Thus then stands the account: 
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New York canals, has increased the general value of 
property 200 millions; or that 10 millions expended in 
making the rail road from Baltimore to the Ohio, will 
add 200 millions more to the national wealth. No man 
can count the value of the iron and coal mines of Penn- 
sylvania—but, forbid the use of roads and canals, and 
these mines would bheeome valueless—as they were, a 
short time ago. 

‘The extract from the president’s message invites a long 
investigation; but we cannot give it just now. How is 
a “diminished supply” of the precious metals to be recon- 
ciled with that abundance of silver of which the “Journal 
of Commerce” complains—with the low rate of interest 
on money? We have anincreased supply. There must 
be some cause for it—it has not happened by chance. 
We say, that it comes from the increased employment 
and increased profits of our people, because of the degree 
of success which has attended the *“*AmeERICAN SYSTEM;”’ 
and yet, our fellow citizens are better fed, better cloth- 
ed and sheltered, than ever they were. ‘There is no 
manner of doubt about this, as a general assertion. If 
any are not content withthe reason we have assigned, let 
them put forth some other! There are doleful outcries 
about the destruction of commerce, and yet the most 








10 wagons and harness, $300 each, is $35,000 
40 horses, $75, 3,000 
Value of conveyance, $6,000 
Sustenance for the trip, 40 horses, 374 cts. each 
per day, 15 
Wages of men, including board, $1 per day, 10 
Wages of boys, do. do. 50 cts, 5 
For one day, 30 
seven do. the trip, 210 


Add interest on the cost of conveyance per day, at 6 
per cent. say $6, makes $216. Hence it costs 216 
doliars, to transport 100 bags of cotton 140 miles by 
wagon. The usual wagon price is $1 or 1 25 per hun- 
dred to Columbia, 110 miles—equal to 4 or 5 dollars 
[per bale] for the distance to Hamburg. This is wa- 
goner’s profit. | 

The engine costs $4,000—power at 10 miles per hour. 
100 bales of cotton, 5 train cars, at $L00,00 
Motive power and burden carriages, 4,500,00 

Interest per day on cost, )75 

Attendance, lt man, 1 50 
Attendance, 1 boy, 0 75 
1 woodcutter and fire man, 0 50 


a 


a 


C 

1 supernumerary, » 50 
Lightwood, half a cord, 1 00 
Oil, as the wheels must be greased, O 50 





$5 50 

Or the actual amount of attendance, interest on first cost 
of conveyance 140 miles, is but 53 cents per bale, leav- 
ing all between that sum and the amount the company 
may charge as freight, for preparing renewals and divi- 
dends, Hence one engine, with 3 men and 1 boy, per- 
forms the same work in one day, that requires ten wa- 
gons, 10 men, 10 boys and 40 horses to do in 7 days.” 

The writer is speaking of the rail road now making 
from Charleston; und he also has a statement, shewing 
the importance of such a road, in a season of war, and 
adds—‘‘suppose an enemy threatened our city, we wish- 
ed to remove our property, say to Dorchester, expedi- 
tiously—The engine will make 7 trips, each 100 bales 
of cotton, and return ready fora fresh load in 50 hours; 
thus removing 700 bales cotton beyond the reach of the 
enemy—to effect which by wagon, would require 70 
wagons, 70 men, 70 boys, 280 horses, and 48 hours 
ime.” 

And further—suppose Charleston was menaced by an 
enemy, and additiona! force was necessary, no matter on 
what account—supplies of men, armed and ready for 
the fray, might be received, the 140 miles from Ham- 
burg, in about twenty hours afier it should be first 
known, at Churlesion, that their services were needed, 
allowing them time to get ready, if equipped for such 
services—for 15 miles an hour will become a slow rate 
of travelling on a rail road—but a foreed mareh of 140 
miles, for @ bory of soldicrs, is a serious affair, 








— —— 
substantial evidence of a profitable trade, in the abuns 
dance of specie, is present! The ‘‘balance of trade,” 
whether we can define it or not, is in our favor, and will 
so remain, while the American system shall flourish. 

(4) The matter of this paragraph has already been 
chiefly examined in the preceding remarks. But do we 
‘‘wear nothing, eat nothing, enjoy nothing?” ‘There is 
no people under heaven so well clothed and fed as those 
of the United States. There is no such thing as genes 
ral suffering among any class of our citizens. How is it 
in Europe—in England, the great pattern of the civilized 
world? The journeyman mechanic in Baltimore con- 
sumes more rich food in a week, than one of his class in 
London can obtain ina month. We eare nothing about 
the export of specie, unless as it may shew an adverse 
trade—but it isa common measure of value, and very 
convenient to have a plenty of it! What is it that we 
need, which specie can purchase? And who will send 
specie abroad, to obtain indigo and salt petre in the East 
Indies, wlien a dollar, vested in cotton goods at Boston, 
may be worth 125 cents at Calcutta? But there is no 
fear that we shall not have opportunities to dispose of our 
surplus silver, without ‘*‘paving our streets with it.” 
An arrest of the “American System” will drain us of 
every dollar in a twelve-month. 

(5) In general and further replication, or remark, let 
us introduce a pro forma statement, to shew the opera- 
tion of what is called by commercial men the *‘restrictive 
system”—which we deny that the ‘*American system” 
is, being protective. 

Suppose the manufactures of cotton in the United 
States have an ultimate value of 30,000,000 dollars « 
year. We put down this amountonly forexample. Of 
this sum— 

1. ‘There is paid to the planters, about $6,000,000 
2. To farmers and mechanics for supplies of 

food, fuel, lumber, timber, &e. the build- 

ing or repair of houses, machinery, &c. Xc. 13,000,000 
3. ‘Vo the operatives in or about the factories, 

beyond the cost of their subsistence 
4, To other persons employed in the various 

transportations and sales of goods, and pro- 

visions, with agents, &e. 

5. For interest on capital, profits earned, and 
various expenses not included in the pre- 
ceding items 


4,000,000 


2,000,000 


5,000,000 





$30,000,000 

We do not pretend that this is an accurate statement— 
but it is sufficiently so for our purpose of making a whole- 
sale application. The cotton might be exported to Eu- 
rope and sold there—but the additional quantity would 
reduce its value, let us say, only one million of dollars; 
yet such reduction might affect the whole quantity exe 
ported, sand, perbaps, in a larger amount than the value 
retained from the European market for home use! But 
let all this pass for nothing. ‘This, however, is certain— 
that, as the foreign market will not take further supplies 
of our provisions, lumber, &c. or the works of our me- 
chanics and other working-people, employ our coasting 
vessels, wagons, &c. or pay interest on our capital, hav~ 
ing enough, or being indisposed to consume the produc. 
tions of our labor—the remaining 24 millions is as an 
actual gain to the nation. ‘That is, certain things nos 
to be disposed of in the foreign market, are worth in the 
NEW home market 24 millions a year, which is added to 
the national wealth. 

It is such creations that make money plenty. Destroy 
all the cotton mills, and the bank of the United States 
would stop specie payments in one year thereafter, 
Not because of the loss of the 24 millions above stat- 
ed, but on account of the wreck of capital that would 
be caused, involving scores of thousands in one common 
ruin. Such a calamity would reduce the circulating 
valwes more than 100 millions of dollars a year, for the 
amount created is turned many times in a year, continu- 
ally yielding new profits, and adding to the comforts of 
society. In this state of things, Boston would not pur- 
chase of New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, three hundred thousand barrels of flour a year—the 
trade to that town now being worth twice as much as that 
of all the British West Indies will be, though the whole 
quantity directly sent thither, shall be added to our general 
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exports to the West Indies, as some will pretend. The 
foreign trade makes up but « small part of the general 
business of the United States. [t is hardly a 15th of the 
whole—but interesting, as balancing domestic transac- 
diens. 

To conclude—How does the superabundance of 
money, the low rate of interest, and the plentiful reve- 
nue of the United States, comport with the awful pre- 
dictions of Mr. McDuffie, im his famous report of 
March 12, 1828—which three, of the seven members 
coraposing the committee of ways and means, were not 
permitted even to know that it was contemplated until its 
long-drawn volume was actually presented to the 
house of representatives; and, many thousand copies of 
it were ordered to be printed—though unread! We 
can no more respect the manner in which that report 
was gotten up and published at the nation’s expense, than 
refrain from smiling at its solemn arrayments ol——a 
highly excited and strongly-prejudiced mind. We 
speak in all mildness, for we wish to think that Mr. 
MeDuffie himself believed the things which he set 
forth. It is not worth the while, to bring forward me- 








lancholy extracts from this report—experience has al- 
ready consigned them to “the tomb of all the Capulets,” | 
with the **Mumbo Jumbo” oracles of the rest of the 

‘*philosophers”—and let them rest in peace, if not dig- 

ged up to be good-humoredly laughed at. But we, the 

iriends of the ‘‘American System; stand erect! Our 

most sanguine expectations, our best hopes of the scanty 

degree ot protection afforded, have beeu more than re- 

alized. The general commerce of our country has 

mightly increased, and gathers strength like an aval- 

anche—for the dry-wipmg of lachrymal prophecies! 

The rate of exchanges shews that all the world is indebt- 

ed to the United States, and we have so much real cash 

in hand that we know not how to employ it. Here are 

the results that we spoke of, against the predictions of 

our enemies—cheering facts, against wild theories. Will 

not the people, in feeling, believe? Yes, they will be- 

lieve! “The day-star of liberty” is rising in beauty; and 

the free laboring people of the United States, are seeing 

and feeling its influence, and rejoicing in the rewards of 
honorable industry: and they will teach the lazy—those 

who live on the labor of others, to beware of what they 

do, for the bone and sinew of the nation is in the tree 
laboring people, and in every respect, 

CoMMERCE oF Boston, The ‘‘Couricr”’ has a whole 
column concerning the arrival and departure of vessels 
at or from the port of Boston, &e. during the year past. 
Such statements are among the most usetul and interest- 
ing articles that can oceupy the columns of a newspa- 
per—and they are also important in the statistical intor- 
mation which they afford. We shall make a summary 
of some of the chief things, and present a sufficient 
view of the whole, for general purposes. 

Arrivals from foreign poris—1830, 


American, 618 
English, 18 
Freach, 2 
Swedish, 3 
Portuguese, 1 
Total, 642 

107 ships and barques 


367 brigs i Tonnage 117,950 65-95tlis, 

168 schooners 

Of these 58 were from St. Andrews, 55 Liverpool 
Havana, 14 Mansanilla, 33 Halifax, 26 etn < 
Porto Rico, 22 Trinidad, 21 St. Petersburg, 18 St. Johns 
N. B. 16 Gottenburg, 13 Port au Prince, 12 St. Croix, 
12 Cape Hayti, 11 Surrinam, 10 Smyrna, 10 St, Tho- 
mas; all else under 10, 

There were 19 from Calcutta, Canton, Manilla and 
Batavia—20 from the ports of Holland, 22 from other 
British ports than Liverpool, 17 from French ports, 27 
Spanish (European) ports, 29 from other ports, on "the 
Mediterranean than those already named chiefly Italian 
—49 from South American ports, &ce. &e, 

: Arrivals coastwise, 

21 ships, 396 brigs, 1,819 schooners and 702 sloops. 

Of those 451 were from New York, 219 Philadelphia 
134 Baltimore, 154 Portland, 119 Richmond, 102 East. 





port, 101 Salem and Beverly, 98 Albany and Troy, 91 
Portsmouth, 90 Nantucket, 69 Newburyport, 64 Glou- 
cester, 61 Plymouth, 55 Charleston, 84 Fredericksburg, 
69 New Orleans, 64 Alexandria, 60 Dover—all else un- 
der 50. A large amount was from the various ports of 
Massachusetts, Maine, &c. and we observe, besides 
those mentioned, 38 from the ports of Rhode Island, 90 
from those of Connecticut, 32 from thos: of New York, 
27 from those of New Jersey and Delaware, 69 from 
those of Maryland and Virginia, 83 from those of North 
Carolina, 39 from those of Georgia, 23 from those of 
Florida, &e. 


Total foreign arrivals 642 
coasting 2,938 

Supposed number of vessels with wood, lumber 
fishing vessels, &e. 2,000 
5,580 


So much for the ‘‘dreaded factories,’? as the “Cou- 
rier”? observes. ‘The 60 vessels that arrived from 
Dover, by way of example, were almost wholly em- 
loyed because of the factories there. 

The imports of flour during the year 1830, has been, 
from 


bbls. half do. bbls. ha'f do. 
Fredericksburg, 43,718 73 
Richmond, 42,778 566 
Norfolk, 2,164 
Walkerton, Va. 66 88,726 639 
Alexandria, 43,800 1,597 
Baltimore, 64,473 956 
Philadelphia, 16,415 7 
Delaware, 1,070 


New York, 68,533 832 

Albany and Troy, 19,437 $29 

Other ports in N. Y. 1,493 

89,263 1,161 





New Haven & Hartford, 178 
Providence, $15 
Portsmouth, 652 
New Orleans, 501 
Ports in Maine, 358 
Ports in Massachusetts, 1,868 





Bbls. 307,617 4,760 

The cotton imported was 46,203 bales, of which about 
1,000 were exported—and 45,203 remained for the 
consumption. 

The **Courier’’ observes, 

One ship could have taken all the cotton exported 
from Boston to foreign countries, during the year 1830, 
Not a pound was shipped to either of the two great. cot- 
ton markets of Europe, England and France, and only 
about 1,000 bales to other countries, principally to the 
north of Europe. ‘The import for the consumption of 
factories was equal to 90 full cargoes of such vessels as 
usually bring cotton, while the import for that portion 
re-shipped to Europe, was equal to only 2 cargoes.— 
Here is another strong proof, in opposition to the assere 
tion, that our factories are destroying our commerce. 





Clearances. 

.  , Ships &barques brigs schrs. sloops _ total. 
Foreign 52 348 167 0 567 
Coastwise 79 378 1,505 454 2,216 

Total, 131 726 1,472 454 2,783 


Of the foreign clearances 536 were American, 
24 © English. 
2 “ French. 
2 ** Swedish. 
1 ** Russian, 
1 ‘* Portuguese, 
1 ** Danish, 
567 
The foregoing clearances were 65 more in 1830 than 
in 1829—and the coasting clearances one-fourth more, 





Tue constitution! In the house of delegates of 
Maryland, Mr. Teackle offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved by the general assembly of Maryland, that 
it isexpedient to amend the constitution of the United 











States, so as to provide for the decision of all cases, in 
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which the constitutionality of the state laws shall be 
brought in question, by the senate of the United States; 
and that the concurrence of two-thirds of the said senate 


shall be necessary to declare the law of any state uncon- 
stitutional. 


| 


Josern Nourse. It will be recollected that this old 
revolutionary soldier, who had filled the office of regis- 
ter of the treasury from the establishment of the go- 
vernment, was, in 1829, dismissed,—and a charge was 
violently and coarsely made, that he was a ‘*public de- 
faulter.’?> We are not personally acquainted with Mr. 
Nourse—but perhaps, on account of his great age, 
(about 80, we are told), he should have retired from the 
office that he held, but to brand the venerable manu with 
a public robbery was cruel, indeed. 

He has addressed a memorial to congress—which we 
shall probably record at length, when our pages are a 
little relieved of the present pressure upon them, in 
which it appears, that, in July 1829, a warrant of dis- 
tress was issued by the treasury department, and his 
household articles, wardrobe, library and bedding, seiz- 
ed—whereupon he filed a bill for an injunction to stay the 
proceedings, which led to certain doings by the district 
court of the United States, the result of which is—that 


Bank or THE Unirev States, Philadelphia, Jan. 5. 
Atan election held by the stockholders of this bank, at 
their banking house, on the 3d and 4th inst. the following 
gentlemen were chosen directors for the ensuing year, 
viz: 

Nichelas Biddle, Thomas P. Cope, Alexander Henry, 
James C, Fisher, John Sergeant, Johan Bohlen, Henry 
Pratt, John R. Neff, Edward Coleman, William Platt, 
Thomas Cadwallader, Richard Willing, Matthew L. Be- 
van, Langdon Cheves, of South Carolina; Robert Gil- 
mor of Maryland; John McKim, jr. of Maryland; 
Campbell P. White, of New York; Isaac Carow, of 
New York; Thomas H. Perkins, of Massachusetts; B. 
W. Crowninshield, of Massachusetts. 

And ata meeting of the directors, on the evening of 
the 4th inst. Wicholas Biddle, esq. was unanimously re- 
elected president of the board. 

The bank has declared a dividend of 34 per cent. for 
the last six months. Present price of the stock, divi- 
dend off, 127 a 1274 per cent. 





New York. The following statistical facts are 
drawn from the late message of the governor of New 
York to the legislature of the state, which commenced 
iis session on the 4th inst. 








the sum of twelve thousand three hundred and thirty- 
one dollars and ninety-six cents was found to be due 
him—which he petitions for the payment of. 

Correr. Large quantities had been deposited in the 
public warehouses, tor the sake of the reduced duty, 
which took place on the Ist inst.—15,194 bags were tak- 
en out of these stores at Baltimore, or entered, in the 
first week of the present year, and 19,890 bags, 75 hhds. 
and 84 barrels, from the stores at Philadelphia, of which 
$,012 bags were imported from London. ‘he late sales 
in Baltimore were at 11 cents for Laguira, Rio, &e. 
and 9 to 94 for St. Domingo—the extreme qualities in 
the market. 

We shall not be surprised if the drawback on coffee, 
much exceeds the amount paid lor duty, im the present 

ear! 
. The following letter contains matter of much import- 
ance to mercantile readers. 

Treasury depariment, comptroller’s office, Jan. 4, 1831. 

Stn—The secretary of the treasury has referred to 
me your letter to him of the 3ist alt. containing the 
following representation, viz: —‘*Within the last 48 
boars large quantities of coffee have been entered, but 
owing to the severity of the rains, a great proportion of 
it cannot be landed and putinto the public stores. A 
question now arises whether or not the entry of the ves- 
sel and the entry ef the coffee, bonding, &e. and its be- 
ing in the possession of the officers of the customs on 
board ship, constitute a compliance with the law, and 
whether the partics, undec those circumstances, are en- 
titled to bond for it after this day at two cents per 
pound.” 

In reply, I have to observe that, according to the de- 
cisions of the department, duties accrue at the time of 
the arrival of the vessel at a port of entry, with intent to 
land the cargo thercof. 

The rates of duties in force at the time of arrival are, 
ot course, the rates which are demandable. 

If, therefore, in the case under consideration, a literal 
compliance with the law were considered necessary, a 
bond without sureties for the duties on the coffee, at the 
rate of five cents per pound, would, in the first instance, 
have to be exacted; but as it appears to me that, under 
all the cireumstances of the case, the parties are enti- 
tled according to the spirit, the reason and intention of 
the law, to the benefit of the reduction provided in it, 
they would then have to give a bond with sureties, at 
the rate of two cents per pound. 

Under this view of the subject, | am of opinion that 
the first mentioned bond may be dispensed with, and 
that you may permit the importers at once to bond for 
the duties at the reduced rate. It will be proper that 
peu should be satisfied that the coffee was all imported 

rom a foreign port; and the bags or packages should be 
marked with the words ‘‘two cents.” Respectfully, 
Jos. Anpenson, comptroller. 


S. Swartwout, esq. collector, New York. 


With reference to the condition of the treasury, he 
| mentions that the general fund, which between 1826 and 
1830 had been diminished from $2,637,936 to $1,344,268, 
has during the past year sustained a farther reduction to 
$1,312,466. ‘The receipts trom this fund for the ensue 
ing year will be, of revenue $78,500, of capital $35,000, 
making the whole receipts $113,500, while the estimated 
ordinary expenses chargeable on this fund for the pre- 
sent year are $302,200, showing a deficiency of $188,700. 
The actual expenditure for the last five years has ex- 
ceeded the estimates annually $94,247 on an average.-— 
This diminution of the fund, and the cessation of all 
taxes since 1827, render a resort either to tax or Joan 
necessary, for raising the current expenses of the state. 

The governor remarks that the Erie canal has, by 
means of smaller works, either complcted or in pro- 
gress, nearly connected its navigation with that of lukes 
Ontario, Champlain, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca, and 
with Crooked lake, and the west branch of Susquehan- 
nah. 

He observes—**We have the fullest assurance that 
the president will steadily adhere to his doctrines re- 
garding the power of congress over roads and canals, so 
that the payment of the national debt, except the three 
per cents. will be provided for within three yeurs,”’ 

The canal debt on the Ist instant, amounted to 
$7 ,825,035—this includes the amounts due for Erie 
and Champlain, Oswego, Cayuga and Seneca, and Che- 
mung. And the business, and revenues, pledged to 
pay the canal debt, shews the large sum of $1,652,C00 
applicable to the redemption of the principal. ‘This 
latter sum is made up of the nett receipts of last year 
(over expenses, interest, &c), of $773,834, and $878,176 
for the receipts of former years. ‘he sum applicable 
in the last year, was $1,402,575—viz. tolls 1,027,327, 
auction duties 180,513, salt duties, to 3lst Oct. 154,332, 
other sources 40,403, ‘The interest on the canal debt, 
was 379,695, and the sum expended by the commission- 
ers, superintendents, collectors, &c. 249,056. The 
Cayuga and Seneca, and the Oswego canal, yet leave an 
excess of expense of 39,870 dollars; but they will, pro- 
bably, soon become profitable. 

The Delaware and Hudson canal, is spoken of as 
likely to **fulfil not only its obligations, but also the ex- 
pectations which it had ereated.’’ 

There are 9,062 school districts in New York, of 
which 8,630 have made returns, In those from which 
reports have been received, there are 497,503 children 
between 5 and 16 years of age, and 499,424 scholars 
have been taught in the common schools. The returns 
show an increase, of the above mentioned age, of 24,194 
since last year, and in the wumber taught, of 19,383.— 
The money apportioned in these districts was $239,718, 
of which $100,000 were paid from the treasury. 

The Auburn prison contains 616 convicts, and 550 
separate celis; the Sing-Sing 806 prisoners, and 8U0 se- 
parate cells, ‘The expenditures of the former last 
year, ineluding the repair of loss by fire, and the build- 
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ing of a hundred feet of workshops, was $36,226; and sand division, of almost any extent, are solved without the 
the earnings were $40,341. The governor thinks im- | possibility of a mistake, by the simple revolution of a 
prisonment for life should rarely be inflicted. There |smali winch. The multipliers and multiplicand in one 
have been three convictions for capital crimes lust year, | instance, and the divisor and dividend in the other, are 
and one execution. Seventy-six convicts have been | first properly arranged; then, by turning the winch, the 
pardoned. The house of refuge in New York is spok- | product or quotient is found. What always appears sin- 
en of with commendation. gular and surprising to spectators is, that in working 
The militia of the state, according to the returns, | sums in division, &c. if the operator be inattentive to his 
amount to 190,000 men; the true number, it is thought, | business, and thereby attempts to turn the handle a sine 
is more than 200,000. gle revolution more than he ought, he is instantly ad- 
Frauds on the revenue, to the amount of $21,000, | monished of his mistake by the sudden springing up of a 
have been committed by carry ing off salt {rom the Sali- | small ivory ball. 
na salt-works without paying the duties. The reduce 
tion of the duty on foreign salt will amount on the Ist ow 
of January next to 10 cents, being 1 cent more than the |} TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS —2d SESSION, 
value of coarse salt at the manufaetory. ‘lo protect SENATE. — 
the manufacture, the governor suggests a bounty. January 7. Various private petitions were presented. 
A part of the message is occupied with mentioning} Mr. Benton, of Missouri, submitted the following re- 
some of the difficulties which had oceurred in the pro- | solution: ; 
secutions for the abduction of M — FB a so Moder er 4 eommenites 80 See — Fao Berge nty> ~4 
TT sacedi anew * . r , : P 1 
[The pr eceding sutamary is chiefly take n from an ab- with the Rickanoe tribe of Indians, and Sieh the vemiontie of the 
stract published in the Baltimore “Amerivan.’’] Peorias, Weas, Piankeshaws, Shawnees, and Kaskaskias, all in the 
state of Missouri, for the reliquishment of their possessory claims 
in said state, and removal to permanent howes beyond the limits 
BRITIsn PARLIAMENT. The Liverpool election clos- | thereof. 


ed on Tuesday Nov. 30, during the seventh day of the}, The bill for extingishing the“Indian titles to lands 
election, with the choice of Mr Ewart, by a majority of | in Indiana, and the bill for the relief of Francis Larch, 
29 votes over Mr. Dennison. At the close of each pre- | Were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
ceding day Mr. Dennison had a small majority, but on| The bill to reduce the price of certain public lands to 
the last day an immense effort was made by the friends |9ne dollar per acre, was considered, and laid upon the 
of the other candidate, which his opponent were unable to | table for the present. ai ; ae ae . 
resist. The votes were for Mr. Ewart 2,215—Mr. Den- | Several bills for the relief of private individuals being 
nison 2,186. The total expenses of the two candidates | read and referred, , : , 
and their friends were rising £60,000. Money appeared | On motion of Mr. Jot, the senate again resolved it- 
to be no object, and voters were bargained with in the | self into a court of impeuchment. 


public streets, £10, £15 and even £20, being given for J. B. C. Lucas, W. C. Carr, and Jesse E. Lindel, 

a single vote. The Liverpool Mercury, in speaking of | were called, sworn and examined in behalf of the respon- 

the election, says, ‘‘the present is the most profligate | dent. Judge Wash was re-examined in part. 

and demoralizing election contest we ever witnessed, ”” The court then adjourned to Monday. 

_ The division in the house of commons, which, by leav- The senate ordered two opinions of judge Peck to be 

ing ministers ina minority, led to the recent change in printed, and also adjourned to Monday. 

the British cabinet, is thus analized by the London Spec- +} . 

tator: January 10. The vice president laid before the se- 
The question was on appointing a select committee | ™4'¢ 4 letter from the governor of Georgia, transmitting 

to examine the civil list. This the minister resisted. 8 Copy of resolutions passed by se: a of that 

ry” ° 2 ‘ > 3 te >y nN: *S ¢ “Pe > r > = 

Che ayes, therefore, are the opponents of the then mi- state, instructing her senators and requesting her repre 

nistry, sentatives in congress to Oppose any measures which 


' , ee may be proposed by the general government for the 
Summary analysis of the division in the house of commons promotion of internal improvement. They were, on 
on Wednesday, 15th November. 
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motion of Mr. TZ’roup, laid upon the table. 

England— /lyes. Noes. Absent. Total. A message of an executive #4 bons was received from 

Counties 48 16 18 82 the president of the United States, by A. J. Donelson, 

Open boroughs 3 25 40) 158 esq. his private secretary. 

Nominees 63 108 87 258 A communication was received from the seeretary of 

4 thet war, transmitting an abstract of the operations of the 

Counties : 4 6 12 Indian department for the year ending on the 30th of 

morougne . A 7 12 | September, 1830. 

Scotland— A communication was received from the secretary of 

Counties 4 21 5 30 | the navy, transmitting a statement of the number of 

— $ 9 3 15 clerks, their names, salaries and duties, employed in 

*€ + med p ie ; 
Counties 20 10 Qs G4 that department, 
Boroughs 9 12 15 36 Mr. Forsyth. presented a memorial from Joseph 
—- maw -_— - | WVoursee, late register of the treasury of the United States, 
235 206 205 646 | stating that while performing the duties of said office, 

Relations of peers 86 75 83 244 those of agent for the disbursement of money devolved 
Placemenand pentioners §$ 47 10 60 | upon him; that those dutics did not appertain to the station 
Officers of the army 13 35 39 87 (| of register of the treasury, and that he claimed an extra 
Officers of the navy 4 13 7 94 | allowance, whieh in the estimation of Mr. Crawford, late 


secretary of the treasury, he was entitled to, That on the 
1st of June 1829, he was dismissed from office. That 

Wuar NEXT? Earl Stanhope has invented a calculat- } within as briefa period as possible he had prepared and 
ing machine, which performs, *¢without the possibility of | presented a statement of his accounts with the govern- 
a mistake,” the first four rules of arithmetic. What a| ment, by which he claimed a per centage of 2 per cent. 
labor-saving machine this must be! The following ac- | asa compensation for his services rendered as disbursing 
count is given of it in the New Monthly Magazine:— officer—that this allowance was rejected by the account- 
Earl Stanhope’s calculating machinery. The smal- | ing officer of the treasury, and that on the 20th July, 
lest machine, which is intended for the two rules of ad- | 1829, while absent for the benefit of his health, a war« 
dition and subtraction, is not larger than an octavo volume; | rant of distress was issued from the treasury department 
and by means of dial plates, and small indices moveable upon his real and personal property, library, wardrobe 
with a steel pin, the operations are performed with un- | and bedding—that on his reaching home he led a bill of 
deviating accuracy. ‘The second, and by far the most injunction to restrain proceedings under this warrant 
curious instrument, is about half the size of a common | that ander the suit thas instituted, a reference had been 
table writing desk. By this, problems in multiplication made of his case to three disinterested gentlemen, who 











$60 
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had unanimously awarded him $23,582 72 cents. This 
report had been sanctioned by the United States district 
eourt, and that by the report of the auditor, there were 
still due him of this amount $12,231 96, he therefore 
prays congress to pass a Jaw authorizing the payment 
thereof. 

The memorial was referred to the eommittee of 
claims, 

Several other memorials were presented. 

Mr. Hendricks moved a resolution requiring of the 
secretary of war to communicate a certain survey of the 
Wabash river. 

Various resolutions and reports being submitted and 
read, the resolutions moved by Mr. Benton on Friday 
were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, of Connecticut, the senate 
again resolved itself into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Meredith apologised for the absence of Mr. Wirt, 
oceasioned by indisposition. 

The depositions of Edward Bates, John Bent, and 
Samuel Merry, in behalt of the respondent, were, with 
the exception of certain parts expunged by agreement, 
and agreeable toa decision of the court, received and 
read as evidence. Judge Carr was again called and re- 
examined, and two or three other witnesses gave their 
testimony. The whole evidence was closed, with the 
exception of some papers in the general Jand office, the 
production and reading of which may occupy a short 
time to-morrow morning; and then the arguments of the 
managers and counsel commence. 


Jannary 11. The vice president communicated let- 
ters from the navy commissioners, and secretary of the 
treasury. Mr. 7'rowp presented several resolutions of 
the legislature of Georgia, relative to their boundary line 
and that of the territory ot Fiorida, 

Several petitions and reports of a private nature were 
presented. 

Mr. Hendricks submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the progress of the Cumberland rvad in the state of Indiana. 

r. Ruggles submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tirat the committee on roads and canals be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the construction of the Cumberland road westwardly of Zauesville,. 
jn the state of Ohio. 

The remainder of the day was consumed in the pro- 
duction and examination of documentary evidenee and 
oral testimony im the case of judge Peck. Colonel Ben- 
jon was culled to prove the correctness of certain ex- 
tracts translated by him froma Spanish ordinance into 
English. Colonel Lawless, Mr. Geyer, and one or two 
other witnesses were re-examined. Finally, at about 4 
o’clock, it was announced by the managers for the house 
and the counsel for the respondent, that the evidence 
was closed, and that they would proceed with the argu- 
meptto-morrow. Adjourned. 


January 12. Several memorials were presented. 

The bill to authorize the construction of three schoon- 
ers for the naval service of the United States, passed by 
the house of representatives, was twice read, and refer- 
red to the committee on naval affairs. [These are in- 
tended for despatch vessels. } 

The bill respecting town and village commons, pass- 
ed by the senate, was received from the other house, 
with amendments; which were referred to the com- 
mittee on public lands. 

Mr. McKinley submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee on private land claims inquire 
into the expediency of amending the act of the last session of 
congress for the reimvestigation of certain land claims in the ter- 
ritory of Arkansas. 





Mr. Chamders gave notice that he should to-morrow 
ask Jeave to introduee a bill for the setthement of the! 


} 


claims of certain states therein mentioned. 


The supplementto the act of the last session, con- 
cerning the right of pre-emption to settlers on the pub- 
lie Jands, and the bill to incorporate the St. Vineent 
orphan asylum, were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Jot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment. 

In consequence of the continued indisposition of Mr. 





Wirt, Mr. Tazewell moved an adjournment of the court 


- 


till to-morrow, wher his physicians thought he might be 
sufficiently restored to attend the trial. 

The court accordingly adjourned. 

On motion of Mr. Tazewell, the senate. then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; and, 
after spending some time thereon, adjourned till eleven 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


January 13. Several petitions and reports being pre- 
sented, 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland submitted a resolution requir- 
ing of the sceretary of war, information whether any 
land adjoining Fort McHenry be necessary for the sate- 
ty of the fortifications, and the price, &c. 

Mr. Benton submitted.a resolution requiring informa- 
tion as to the annual amount imported of certain drugs. 

Mr. Chaméers reported a bill relative to the payment 
of the claims of certain states. 

The bill relative to the boundary line between Florida 
and Alabama, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment; but owing to the 
continued indisposition of Mr. Wirt, adjourned until 
Monday ‘next. 

The senate took up the bill to pay au annuity to the 
Seneca tribe of Indians—the bill after some little discus- 
sion, was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, the bill relative to gold 
coins was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The resolution relative to the amendment of the con- 
stitution, as regards the election of the president, was 
considered and laid on the table. 

The senate then went into executive business, and 
after remaining in secret session an hour and a half ad- 
journed, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Jan. 6. Mr. Verplanck, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means,reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for the military service of the United States 
tor the year 1831; which was twice read and committed. 

The bill from the senate, toamend an aet, entitled “an 
act to provide for paying to the state of Illinois three 
per cent. of the nett proceeds arising from the sales of 
the public lands within the same,” was read the third 
time and passed, and returned to the scnate, 


Mr. Vinton rose and said he had yesterday voted 
with the majority in the rejection of the bill “authoriz- 
ing achange in the disposal of land granted for the Ili- 
nois and Michigan canal.”? Understanding that, if the 
vote was reconsidered, the gentleman from Illinois would 
move such a modification of the bill as would make it 
more acceptable to the house, he had risen for the pur- 
pose ot making that motion, 


Mr. Clay moved to postpone the consideration of the 
motion till the 20th instant. 

Mr. Haynes moved to postpone it indefinitely. 

The speaker said that the motion was not in order—a 
motion to postpone to a day certain had the preference, 

Mr. Huynes then moved to postpone the motion of 
Mr. Vinton to the 3d day of March. 

‘The speaker said that this motion was not in order, it 
was not a privileged question, 

Mr. Dravton moved that the motion lie on the table. 

The question being put on this motion, it was decided 
in the negative, ayes 65, noes 84. 

Mr. Potter renewed the motion for indefinite post- 
ponement, 


The speaker again decided that the motion was not in 
order, 


Mr. Haynes again moved to postpone the motion to 
the 3d of March: it was his opinion that the question 
should be first put on the longest time proposed. 

The speaker said—It is not mine. 


Mr. Duncan hoped the postponement toa day cer- 
tain would take place, Ile would give the gentleman 
from South Carolina a reason for wishing it postponed, 
as he was at a loss for one. Mr. D. said he had no doubt, 
and it was a general opinion, that the speech of the mem- 
ber from North Carolina, (Mr. Barringer), against the 
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bill, yesterday, was the cause of its rejection. He said 
that the objection urged in the speech of Mr. b. was 
chiefly on account of the elaim made in the messages ol 
the late, and present governor of Illinois, to all the pub- 
lic lands. He said, it would be remembered, that that 
entleman had warned the house against giving money 
he land which the state was claiming, and would here- 
after claim as her own. Mr. D. remarked that the le- 
gislature of the state was now in session, and, by the 
day fixed, we shall see whether it sanciions or adopts 
the recommendations of the governors. He did not think, 
however, that the question of the right of the state, or 
the claim set up by the governors, ought to be introduc- 
ed into the debate on this bill, or in this house; as it 
was strictly a legal question, that must, if seriously en- 
tertained, be settled by another tribunal. Mr. D. had 
other reasons for wishing time; many of the friends to 
the measure were opposed to the details of the bill, 
which he hoped might be obviated by a little consulta- 
tion. 

Mr. Vance said he saw no reason for thus destroying 
the bill. It was one of great importance to the western 
country, and one which it was desyable to pass: but, if 
gentlemen would force a vote upon it at this time, with- 
out giving time for consultation, and an opportunity of so 
modilying it as to suit the views of members, he should 
call for the yeas and nays on the postponement, so that 
the people of that section of the country, interested in its 
passage, might be enabled to Jearn how their represen- 
tatives had voted. He demanded the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered by the house. 

The question was then put on the postponement of 
the reconsideration of the bill till the 135th instant, and 
decided in the affirmative as follows: ayes 94, noes 87. 

The speaker laid betore the house the following letter: 

Department of war, Jan, 5, 1831. 
To the speaker of the house of representatives: 

I present a report from the pension office, agreeably 
to the directions contained in a joint resolution which 
passed at the last session of congress relative to rejected 
applications for pensions, 

I have felt some difficulty in comprehending fully the 





intention of the resolution, and embarrassment m deter- 
mining, precisely, the course to be pursued in relation to | 
jt. It requires the secrctarys of war to furnish list 
ot such persons as, in his Opuion, Ought to be placed on} 
the pension roll, or otherwise provided lor, and for doing | 
which he has no sufficient power or authority.” 

This requirement necessarily includes all rejected 
eases—cases of every description, which are not within 
the provisions of the actof 1520. The applicant may not 
be in a situation to be considered indigent. Ile may not 
have served nne months in conunental service; or, if he 
did, the ability to prove it may be wanting. Under such 
circumstances, the application for a pension must be ree 
jected. ‘Phe power and authority which the secretary 
of war possesses, are those only which are confided by 
the act: those cases which are not broug!it within its 
provisions, must be reject: d, 

Under all the circumstances, therefore, I have consi- 
dered it adviseable to present all the cases which have 


Oy 





been rejected, with the reasons of the rejection, briefly 
stated, that congress, possessed of all the tacts, may de- 
termine how fur further legislation may be necessary. 
Very respectfully, J. H. EATON, 
Many resolutions about surveys, light-houses, &e. 
were offered and disposed of. 
A considerable debate took place on the bill to au- 
thorize a lateral rail road to Washington, by the Balti- 





more ond Ohio rail road company. it was finally refer- 


red to the committee on the Disivict of Columbia, on the | 


ground that the wishes of the people of the district 
should be consulted, Ne. 
against it 57. 


Friday Jun. 7. Mr. ec Duffie from the committee of 


‘J ad 
For which reterence 66, 


ways amd means, reported a bill ‘to reduce the bounty | 


on pickled fish exported.”’ 

Vhe bill was twice read, and, after a few remarks from 
Mr. McD. he moved that it be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Anderson opposed the motion and the bil.— 
He did not wish it to be hastily acted upon. If he un- 
derstood the object of the bill, it would have a very in- 








jurious effect on the commerce and navigation of the 
United States. The fisheries were a nursery for sea- 
men; and if they were destroyed, it would be irapossi- 
ble to put a forty-four gun frigate afloat, &c. He hoped 
the motion tor engrossment would not prevail. 

Mr. eed said the bill was of an important nature. 
As to the propriety of encouraging the fisheries, he re- 
ferred toa report made by Mr. Jefferson, while secretary 
of state, on the subject, and stated that it ought to be in 
the hands of every member; it was now out of print, and 
he remarked that, if no other member did, he should 
himself move for its being reprinted. He desired the 
postponement of the bill. No fisherman would pursue 
his business without encouragement from the nation, and 
it was a branch of business that deserved encouragement. 
If the bounty was withdrawn, it would now perhaps af- 
fect but a small portion of the country; but, eventually 
the whole nation would feel the effects ef the measure 
proposed. It would be in vain to build ships for the 
navy if the fisheries were not encouraged; tor it was 
well known that they were the nurseries for seamer, and 
should be earnestly looked to, and properly encouraged, 
Destroy the fisheries and no seamen could be had to man 
the navy of the country. 

Mr. Mc Dujfie said that the gentleman who had just 
spoken had entively misapprehended the nature of the 
bill. It was well known that there wasa law allowing a 
bounty on the tonnage of fishing vessels, for the encou- 
ragement of the business. ‘There was also an express law 
allowing a bounty on pickled fish exported. Following 
up the law of the last session, which reduced the duty on 
sult, the committee of ways and means had thought it 
expedient to report this bill. The present law allowed 
twenty cents per bushel for all foreign salt consumed in 
the fisheries, by way of drawback of the duty. ‘he duty 
now was but ten cents per bushel; and he considered it 
a fraud on the revenue to allow twenty cents per bushel 
on salt to cover a duty often cents. Ue would, how- 
ever, for the accommodation of the gentleman, move the 
postponement of the consideration of the bill till Mon- 
day next. 


Mr. Murtin was ia favor of the postponement; but 


| he informed the house that he was opposed to all boun- 


tics. His wish was to have the system modified, and it 
was his Opinion that there should be no drawback hereat- 
ter. He would repeal them all. 

Mr. Whittles-y was opposed to the postponement. He 
thought the bill shouid now be acted upon, and he hoped 
it would pass in its present shape. 

‘The question was then put on the postponement of the 
consideration of the bill ull Monday next; and decided 
in the affirmative. 

A message was received from the president covering a 
communic.tion from the navy department, suggesting 
certain amendments in the manuer of keeping accounts 
in the fourth auditor’s office. 

‘The bill to amend the several acts respecting copy 
rights, was read the third time, passed, and sent to the 
senate for concurrence, 

‘The house then took up in committee of the whole 
the bill for the relief of James Monroe. The question 
being on the motion made by Mr. Whittlesey to stvike 
out the enacting clause, Mr. /Viliiams opposed the bill 
at considerable length; Mr. Pearce advocated it. When 
he had coneluded, the committee rose, and Mr. Mercer 


gave notice that he should ask the house to resume its 
cousdewation on Monday. 


Monday, Jan. 10. ‘Vhe usual presentation of petitions 
being over, several reports were made, 

Mr. Hall, tvom the committee on public expenditures, 
to which had been referred a resolution, offered by Mr. 
Chilton, some days since, relative to the pay of members 
of congress, reported a joint resolution relative thereto; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wingate, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation tur the 
purpose of removing obstructions in, and of improving the chan, 
nel of the Cathanee river, in the state of Maine, and that the do, 


cuments on file, relating to this subject, be referred to said com, 
mittee. - 


Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, laid upon the table a reso- 


lution authorising the printing and binding of 60,000 
copies of the abstract of infantry tacties, 
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Mr. Drayton laid the following on the table. 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be direeted to communicate 
to this house whether the existing laws do not provide for a great 
er number of cadets at the United States’ military acade ny, than 
is Consistent with the objects tor which it was established; and if 
80, that he do reporta plan and organization for that academy, 
corresponding with the alterations and reductions which may be 
deemed expedient. ach 

Mr. Pearce, offered a resolution requiring patentees 
to advertise notices of all patents to them issued, 

Me. Trezvant submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means be instructed, 
to report a bill to © duce the existing duties on imported goods, 
to take effict attr the payment of the publie debt, so as to raise 
a revedite adequate to the support of the government uoder an 
economical administration of its atfairs. 

Mr. Condict demanded the question of consideration; 
and 

Mr. T'rezvant called for the yeas and nays on the 
question. 

They were ordered by the house, and, being taken, 
stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, Angel 
Archer, Barnwell, Baylor, Bell, James Blair, John Blair, Boul- 
din, Broadhead, Cambreleng, Campbell, ( arson, Chandler, Clai- 
borne, Clay, Coke, Conner, Crochcron, Warren R. Davis, Deber- 
ry, Desha, De Witt, Draper, Drayton, Dudley, Foster, Gaither, 
Gordon, Green, Hall, Hammons, Harvey, Haynes, Hinds, Holland, 
Hubbard, Cave Johnson, Lamar, Lecompte, Lent, Lewis, Loyall, 
Lumpkin, Martin, MeCoy, McIntire, Nuckolls, Patton, Pettis, 
Polk, Potter, Reucher, Roane, Wm. B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shep- 
perd, Speight, Standefer, Taliaterro, Wiley Vhompson, Trezvant, 
Fucker, Verpianck, Wayne, Weeks, Camp. P. White, Wilde, 
Williams, Wingate—73. 

NAYS— Messrs. Armstrong, Arnold, Bailey, N. Barber, Bates, 
Bockee, Buon, Borst, Brown, Burges, Butman, Cahoon, Chilton, 
Clark, Coleman, Condict, Cooper, Coulter, Crane, Crawlord, Crock- 
ett, Creighton, Crowninshicld, Daniel, John Davis, Denny, Dickin- 
sen, Doddridge, Dorsey, Duncan, Dwight, Eager, Earli, Ellsworth, 
Joshua Evans, Edward Ever. tt, Horace Everett, Findlay, Fisch, 
Ford, Gilmore, Gorham, Grennell, Gurl y, Halsey, Hawkins, 
Hemphill, Hodges. Hotfiwan, Howard, Hughes, Hust, Hunting- 
ton, Abrie, Ingersoll, Lhomas lrwin, William W. Irvin, Jennings, 

Johus, Rd. M. Jobnson, Kendall, Keanon, Kincaid, Perkins King, 


Leavitt, Leiper, Letcher, Lyon, Magee, Maliary, Marr, Martindale, | 


Thomas Maxweli, Lewis Maxwetl, MeCreery, Mercer, Miller, 


Mitchell, Moneil, Muhilentburg, Norton, Pearce, Piersov, Powers, | 





Reed, Richardson, Rose, Kussel, Sanford, Scott, Shields, Sill, Steri- | 


ere, W. L. Storrs, Strong, ©Utherland, Swann, Switt, ‘Payor, 
Test, John Thomson, Pracy, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wasbing- 
ton, Whittlesey, Kd. D. White, Wilson, Yancy, Young—111. 

So the house retused to consider the resotution. 

On motion ot Mr. Jb ausiington, it was 

Resolved, That the committce on internal improvements be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorising such ap- 
propriation by the United States, as may be sufficient to turn- 
pike the mail road between Rockville and the Monucacy bridge, 
in Maryland; and into the expediency of having said road made 
under the superintendence of the United States’ engineers; and, 
when completed, to be transterred to the president and direetors 
of the Washington turnpike company, on the express condition 
that no higher tolls shall be collected on the part of the road 
made by the United States than will suffice to keep the road in 

erfect repair, and pay the salaries of toli gatherers. 

The bill authorising the building of three schooners 
was reported and ordered to be engrossed tor a third 
reading. 

The bill authorising the president to cause a survey, 
select a site, and build an armory on the western wa- 
ters, was considered in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Drayton advocated the bill. He was followed on the 
same side by Mr. 2. WM. Johnson, of Kentucky, who 
was grateful to the chairman of the military committee 
for reporting and sustaining the bill. Mr, Johnson was 
willing to trust the selection of the site to the president, 
Mr. Jc Coy was unwilling to vole an appropriation for 
a survey, as one had already been made and Pittsburg 
fixed on as the most desirable sight. Mr. Chilton 
thought the bill defective, inasmuch as it placed too 
much money in the hands of the president, and imposed 
too small a restraint upon him. Mr. Carson opposed 
the bill, Mr. Johnson replied to Mr. Carson and ad- 
vocated the billasa measure called for by the wants of 
the west. Mr. Jrvin of Ohio, commented upon what 
had fallen from Mr. Chiléon, and was willing to trust 
the power, contemplated to be delegated by the bill to 
the president, in his hands. Mr. Chilion, rejoined, and 
called for the yéas and nays on the bill, when the ques- 
tion should be taken, which were ordered by the house; 
but before the question was put, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 11, Several petitions and memorials 
were presented. 


——---~ -—- = 


Mr. Wickiiffe reported a bill authorising the president 
af the United States to change the location of the land 
Offices. 

Mr. Hoffman reported a bill “to carry into effect the 
act to provide for a survey of the coast of the United 
States,”? which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Drayton reported the bill from the senate, to aue 
thorise the mounting and equipment of a part of the ar- 
my without amendment. ‘lhe resolutions moved by 
Mr. Drayton, and Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, yester- 
day, were considered and agreed to. 

The committee on the judiciary was d scharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution, referred to 
them on the 14th December, instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill comprising all the 
acts and provisions now in force on the subject of the na- 
turalization of aliens, and it was laid on the table. 


Mr. Haynes submitted the following resolution; and 
remarked, on offering it, that, as the subject of it was in- 
teresting to every part of the community, he hoped it 
would not be denied the courtesy of a consideration. 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the duty on browa 
sugar, imported into the U, States from foreign countries. 

Mr. /éamsey inquired if a similar resolution bad not 
already been offered at the present session. 

The speaker replied, that there had been so many re- 
solutions offered, he could not take it upon himself to 
answer the question, 

Mr. Condict demanded the question of consideration. 

Mr. Huynes asked if he could have an opportunity to 
modify the resolution, before the question of considera 
tion was put, 

The speaker answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. Haynes then modified his motion, to read as fol- 
lows: 

Whereas without a considerable diminution of revenue, the 
pubhe debt will, in a very few years, be redeemed and discharged: 
And whereas, the end of republican government is the prosperity 
and happiness of the people: And whereas, this end cannot be 
more certainly promoted than by a system of taxation which shall 
leave the largest portion of the products of labor in the pockets 
of the people: And whereas, the necessaries of life should as far 
as practicable, be exempted from taxation: And whereas, brown 
suger bas become an arcele of great and necessary consumption 
among all classes: Aud whereas, the present duty on that article, 
imported from foreign countries, bears an unjust and extravagant 
proportion to the original cost in forcign markets: And whereas, 
there is good reason to believe that the tax collected by the go- 


| Vernment upon its importation, amounting to one million four 





hundred and thirty-four thousand nine hundred and sixty-one 
dollars, and eleven cents, is less than halt the sum taken from 
the pockets of the people under the operation of the existing 
duty, the quantity manufactured in the United States within the 
year 1830, having been estimated at one hundred thousand hogs- 
heads, equal to one hundred millions of pounds, at three cents 
per pound, protecting duty, equal to three millions of dollars— 

Resolved, Vhat the committee of ways and means be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the duty on brown 
sugar imported into the United States from foreign countries. 

On this resolution Mr. Condict demunded the ques- 
tion of consideration, 

Mr. Martin suggested that the better course would 
be, to move to lay the resolution on the table; and Mr. 
Condict so varied his motion; when 

Mr. Denny renewed the demand for the question of 
consideration. 

Mr. Cambdreleng calied for the yeas and nays on the 
question, and they were ordered by the house, Being 
taken, they stood as tollows—Yeas 89, nays 85, 

So the house determined to consider the resolution. 

(As on the advpiion of the resolution, we shal! proba- 
bly have another and more full set of yeas and nays, they 
are Omitted now. 


The speaker laid before the house two communications 
from the secretary of the navy. 

The bill to provide for paying to the states of Mis- 
souri, Mississippi and Alabame, their 3 per cent. of the 
nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands within the 
same was considered, The question being put on its 
final passage, it wus determined in the affirmative—ayes 
74, nays 45, 

Other business was attended to, which will sufficiently 
appear in its progress, Adjourned, 


Wednesday Jan. 12, Mr. Irwin, of Pa. presented 
certain resolutions adopted at a public meeting of the 
citizens of tlre county of Fayette, in the state of Penn- 
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sylvania, expressive of their opinion of the propriety on 
the part. of congress, of making appropriations for the 
repair of the Cumberland road, and jor a subsersption ol 
stock in the western section of the Chesapeake and Onio 
canal; which resolutions were referred to the committee 
on internal improvements, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Buchanan, one of the managers appointed to 
conduct the impeachment of judge Peck betore the se- 
nate of the United States, informed the house that all 
the evidence had been examined, both on the part of the 


ot the indisposition of one of the counsel for the accused, 


the high court of impeachment bad adjourned to 
o’clock to-morrow, 


The bill relative to revolutionary pensioners was read 
and passed, 

The house then took up the general appropriation bill, 
and the question ovcurring on the motion of Mr. Stan- 
berry, to strike out the appropriation tor the salary of 
the minister to Russis, a debate ensued, which con- 
tinued tll nearly tour o’clock,. 











BRITISH WEST INDIA TRADE, 


| List of pupers accompanying the message of the president 
United States and the respondent; but that, on account 


of the 3d Junuary, 18354. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Van Buren to Mr. 


2) MeLane, dated 20th July, 1829. 


Extract of a leticr from same to same, dated 5th Au- 


Mr. Bell, trom the committee on Indian affairs, re- | gust, 1829, 


ported the bill from the senate, “to enable the president 
of the United States to extinguish the Indian title to 
lands within the state of lndiana,”? without amendment, 
and the bill was committed. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution, yesterday moved by Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, 
for the reduction of the duty on imported brown sugar. 
Mr. Haynes resumed and concluded the speech which 
he began yesterday in favor of the resolution, Mr. 
Alexander followed in support of the resoluuon, 

When Mr. Alexander took his seat, Mr. White, of 
Louisiana, obtained the floor; but the ailotted hour 
being about expiring, the house proceeded to the orders 
of the «day. 

(‘The debate goes over to next day, and Mr. JVihite is 
then entitled to the floor.) 

Mr. Hall moved to recommit the report of the com- 
mittee on public expenditures, made on the 7th instant, 
relative to the mileage of members of congress: and 
Mr. Chilton offered a series of instructions to the com- 
mittee, and Mr. //ail moved a substitute—both proposi- 
tions were postponed until the next day. 

A communication was received from the president en- 
closing a list of patents granted—which were referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and invalid pensioners, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The house proceeded to consider the amendments 
yesterday reported from the committee of the whole, 
to the bill, making appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment tor the year 1831, and they weve all agreed 
to but one, which provided for the appropriation of 
$8,000 for the survey of private land claims, and 
$130,000 for turther surveys of the public lands. 

Mr. Mc Coy moved to amend ihe amendment, by strik- 
ing out $13V,000, and inserting $60,000, 

On this motion a debate arose, which eontinued until 
4o0’clock, The propriety of adopting it was supported 
by Messrs. McCoy, Vinton, and Strong; aud opposed 
by Messrs. Zest, Johnson, Clay, Verplanck, Sevier, 
Duncan, Wickliffe, White, of Florida, Pettis and Polk. 
Messrs. Ingersoll and Storrs, of New York, likewise 
said a few words. ‘The motion of Mr. MMe Coy was final- 
ly rejected, and the amendment proposed by the com- 
mittee agreed to, A 

‘The question being then about to be put on the engross- 
ment ol the biil, 

Mr. Stanberry moved to strike out the appropriation 
for the salary of a minister to Russia for the present 
year. Mr. S. remarked, that the president had inform- 
ed the house that the United States were not represent- 
ed at the court of Russia, nor was it probable, Mr. S. 
said, that they soon would be. Under such circumstan- 
CeS, an appropriation certainly was not necessary, and he 
hoped it would be stricken out of the bill. He called 
for the yeas and nays on his motion; when, 

On motion of Mr. Carson the house adjourned. 

Lhursduy, Jun. 13. Several petitions were presented, 

Mr. Mullary, trom the committee on manufactures, 
made a report on the part of the president’s message 
which relates to the tardF of duties on imports, and so 
much thereof as relates to manufactures. 

Mr. Monell trom the same committee, made a counter 
report—both reports were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Doddridge reported the bill to zuthorise the con- 


Struction of a lateral branch of the Baitumore and Ohio 
rail road, with amendments, 


Copy of a letter from Mr. McLene to the earl of Aber- 
deen, dated 12th December, 1829. 

Copy of a letter from the earl of Aberdeen to Mr. 
McLane, dated 14th December, 1829. 
_ Copy of a letter from Mr. Van Buren to Mr. MeLane, 
dated 26th December, 1829. 

Copy of a letter trom Mr. McLane to the earl of 
Aberdeen, dated 16th Mareh, 1830. 

Extract of a letter frou Mr. McLane to Mr. Van 
Buren, dated 6th April, 1S3v, 

Extract of a letter trom Mr. Van Burento Mr, McLane, 
dated 18th June, 1830. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. McLane to the earl of Aber- 
deen, dated 12th July, 1830. 

Copy of a letter irom same to Mr. Van Buren, dated 








20th August, 1830. 
Copy of a letter from the earl of Aberdeen to Mr. 
MeLane, dated 17th August, 185v. 


Copy ofa letter trom Mr, Van Buren to Mr, MeLane, 
dated 5th October, 1830. 


Copy of a proclamation of the president, dated 5th 
October, 1830, 


Copy of a circular. Instructions from the treasury to 





the collectors, dated 6th October, 1830, 

Extract of a letter from Mr. McLane to Mr. Van 
Buren, dated 6th November, 1830, 

Copy of a letter from Mr. McLane to the eari of Aber- 
deen, dated 3d November, 1830, 

Copy of a letter from the earl of Aberdeen to Mr. 
McLane, dated 5th November, 1830, 

Copy of the British order in council, dated 5th No- 
vember, 183V. 

Copy of the British schedule of duties. 

Extract of a letter trom Mr. McLane to Mr. Van 
Buren, dated 22d November, 1830, 


Extracis of a letter from Mr. Van Buren to Mr. 
Mc Lane, dated July 20, 1829. 

First. The trade between the United States and the 
British American colonies, ‘The poly of the United 
States in relation to their commercial intercourse with 
other nations is founded on principles of pertect equality 
and reciprocity. By the adoption of these principles, 
they have endeavored to relieve themselves trom the 
discussions, discontents and embarrassments, insepara- 
ble from the imposition of burthensome discriminations. 
These principles were avowed whilst they were yet 
struggling for their independence, are recorded in their 
first treaty, and have smee been adhered to with the 
most scrupulous fidelity. In the year 1815, they re- 
pealed all their acts imposing discriminating tonnage 
duties on foreign ships or vessels, and of impost, so tar 
as respected the produce or manufacture of the nations 
to which such foreigu ships or vessels might belong— 
such repeal to take effect in favor of any foreign nation 
which should abolish similar duties, so fur as they operat- 
ed to the disadvantage of the United States. 

in the year 1817, they restricted the importation into 











the United States, in foreign vessels, to articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the country to which 
such vessels belonged, or as could only be, or were most 
usually shipped in the first mstance trom such country; 
provided that such regulation should not extend to the 
vessels of any foreigu nation which had not adopted, or 
should not adopt a similar regulauon with regard to 
them. 


In the year 1824, they declared the suspension of alf 





| discriminating duties, in relation to the vessels and pro- 
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duce of several European nations, and of their territories 
in Europe, which had accepted of the terms proffered 
by the act of 1815, and conferred authority upon the 
president to extend the same exemptionto all nations 
thereafter complying with its requirements; and in 1828, 
an act was passed, authorising the president to extend 
the exemption in regard to alien daties, which, by the 
acts of 1815 and 1824, was restricted to the productions 
of the country to which the vessel belongs, to the pro- 
ductions of any foreign country imported into the Unit- 
ed States in the vessels of any nation which would allow 
a similar exemption in favor of the United States. 

_ The terms proposed by our act of 1815 were adopted 
in the commercial treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain in the same year, which has been twice 
extended, and is now in full foree. By it, the commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and the Bri- 


tish possessions in Europe is established upon just and | 


equal terms. The United States desired to place their 
trade with the British American colonies on the same 
footing. The government of Great Britain would not 
then consent to that arrangement, and it was consequent- 
ly stipulated in the treaty that the intercourse between 
the United States and his Britannic majesty’s posses- 
sions in the West Indies, and on the continent of North 
America, should not be affected by any of its provisions, 
and that each party should remain in complete posses- 
sion of its respective rights with regard to such intercourse. 
The trade and intercourse between the United States and 
the British colonies previous to, and at that time, were 
only suchas were permitted by British legislation, or regu- 
Jation by orders in council. It had always been of a re- 
stricted and unequal! character, and every previous at- 
tempt to place it upon just terms had wholly failed, 
Since 1815, both governments have uniformly admitted 
it to be their belief that a commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and the British colonial pos- 
sessions referred to, upon terms of fair reciprocity, would 
promote their mutual interests, 

To establish it upon such terms has always been the 
sincere object of this country, and, until a very late pe- 
riod, the avowed wish of Great Britian. 

The twelve years which have elapsed have, with oc- 
casional intermissions, been employed in endeavors to 
arrange those terms by negotiation, or to secure them 


through the agency of separate legislative enactments; | 


and although the two governments have more than once 
concurred in each other’s views as to the conditions to 
which they would assent, their respective acts have re- 
sulted in the almost entire suppression of the trade. 
Since the ist December, 1826, there has been a total 
non-intercourse between the United States and the Bri- 
tish American colonies in British vessels, and the same 
in regard to American vessels, (with the exception of the 
permission allowed to the latter, to carry on a direct 
trade with the British North American possessions, the 
Bahama islands, and the island of Anguilla, upon terms 
prescribed by Great Britainalone.) ‘The act of the two 
governments which have led to this resuit are so intimate- 
ly connected with the positions which they respective- 
ly oceupy, and of a nature calculated to have so much 
influence on the measures of conciliation and redress 
which may be adopted,as to render it important that 
they should be fully Known and accurately understood. 
Your participation in the public councils has given you a 
general view of their principal outlines; but it is thought 
advisable to furnish you with a more particular exposi- 
tion than the opportunities you have enjoyed would al- 
low you to obtam. A very brief sketch of such as are 
most prominent is, with this view, submitted to you. 
The direct trade between the United States and Great 
Britain was found to be so interwoven with, and depen- 
dent upon, that between the United States and the co- 
lonies, as, in agreat measure, to deprive the former of the 
advantages intended to be secured to them by the treaty 
of 1815, so long as the intercourse with the colonies 
was monopolized by British navigators, Several efforts 
were consequently made, between the years 1815 and 
1818, to induce the British government to adjust this 
collision of interests by amicable negotiation. “They were 
unsuccessful, In 1817, a proposition was submitted to 
our minister at London by the seeretary of state for fo- 
reign affairs, lord Castlereagh, which was said to contain 


all that could then be assented to by Great Britain to- 
wards admitting the United States to a participation in 
the trade betwee: them and the colonies. By this it 
was proposed to extend to the United States the pro- 
visions of their free port acts, which authorised a limit- 
ed trade with portions of her colonies to the colonial 
inhabitants of foreign European possessions, in vessels of 
one deck, with some additional provisions in relation to 
the trade with Bermuda, Turks island, and the British 
territories in North America. 

The terms contained in this proposition were decid- 
ed by the government of the United States to be inad- 
missible, and countervailing measures were resorted to. 

The act of congress of the 18th of April, 1818, con- 
cerning navigation, was passed. Its object was to coun- 
teract acts of a like character long betore existing on 
| the part of Great Britam, restrictive of the trade with 
her colonies in vessels ot the United States. By that aet, 
| the ports of the United States were closed against British 
vessels coming trom any British colony, which was, by 
the ordinary laws of navigation and trade, closed against 
vessels of the United States; and British vessels sailing 
with cargoes from ports of the United States were laid 
under bonds to land their cargoes in some port or place 
other than a colony closed against vessels of the United 
States. 

The negotiation was in the same year renewed, and 
another attempt, equally unsuccesstul, was made to open 
the trade, and establish it upon principles which were 
claimed by our government to be those of fair recipro- 
city. 

‘The act of congress of the 15th of May, 1520, “‘sup- 
plementary to an act, entitled, an act concerning naviga- 
tion,” followed. By it, the ports of the United States 
were, after a certain day, closed against British vessels 
coming or arriving by sea from any British colonial port 
in the West Indies or America; and similar bonds were 
required from British vessels sailing from the ports of the 
United States, not to land their cargoes in any British 
American colony. Articles of British West Indian and 
North American produce were allowed by this act to be 
imported into the United States, only direct from the 
colony of which they were wholly the produce, growth, 
or manufacture. Thus establishing a non-intercourse in 
| British vessels with all the British American colonies, 
and prohibiting the introduction into the United States 
of alf articles the produce ot those colonies, except that 
/of each colony imported directly trom itself, 

Such was the relative state of the intercourse between 
the United States and the British colonies, respectively, 
from September, 1820, till the passing of the act of par- 
liament of the 24th of June, 1822, and the consequent 
proclamation of the president. 

By the act of the 6th of May, 1822, in anticipation of 
the passage of the British act last referred to, congress 
authorised the president, upon his being satisfied that 
the British colonial ports were opened to the vessels of 
the United States, to open their ports to British vessels 
upon terms of reciprocal advantage. ‘The act of parlia- 
ment of June, 1822, repealed several existing acts, and 
opened certain of the colonial ports to the admission of 
American vessels Jaden with certain articles of Ameri- 
can produce, upon specified conditions, and restricting 
the intercourse to the direct trade between the United 
States and the colonies, The president, by his procla- 
mation, issued immediately after the receipt of the Bri- 
tish act, opened the ports of the United States to British 
vessels engaged in the colonial trade, subject to a like 
restriction, and upon terms which were deemed to be of 
reciprocal and equal advantage, dut retaining our dis- 
criminating duties. ‘Vhe retention of the discriminating 
duties was made the subject of complaint and discussion 
on the part of the British government. ‘he measure 
was justified by ours, as being oaly a fair equivalent for 
the imposition of protecting duties on American pro- 
duce inall, and export duties in some of the colonies, 

‘Lhe king had authority, by act of parliament, to in- 
terdict the trade to all nations which refused to allow 
'privileges.to British vessels engaged in the colonial 
| rade, equal to those granted to toreign vessels by the 
act of the 24th of June, 1822, and, also, to impose 
countervailing duties; but neither power was then exer- 
cised, 
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The act of congress of the ist of March, 1823, was 
the next material step in the movements of the two go- 
vernments. At the period of its passage the two coun- 
tries were engaged in an extensive and valuable trade 
between the United States and the colonies, by virtue o! 
the Britich act of parliament and the president’s procla- 
mation, our discriminating duties remaining unrepesled, 
but continuing to be a cause of complaint on the part of 
Great Britain. , 

The influence which the passage of this act has obvi- 
ously had upon the course of affairs in relation to the 
trade in question, together with the circumstance that 
the closing of our ports was the effect of its terms, ren- 
ders it important that its provisions should be distinctly 
understood. ‘They were in substance the following: 

Ist. It continued the suspension of the acts of 1815 
and 1820, already effected by the president’s proclama- 
tion, and opened our ports to a direct trade only with 
such of the British colonial ports as had been opened to 
us by the act of parliament of June, 1822, subject, as 
things then stood, to the payment by British vessels of 
our alien or discriminating duties. 

2ndly. It put forth a claim which had been previously 
advanced by us in our negotiations upon the subject, 
but always resisted by Great Britain, viz: that no higher 
duties should be imposed upon the productions of the 


| 


' 


tinued indisposition induced him to return in the sume 
mer of 1826, and during that period no step was taken 
by either government. 

in the winter of 1825-6, an attempt was made in cone 
gress to meet the act of parliament of July, 1825, by 
correspondent Jegislation; but it failed; and although the 
trade might, and most probably would, have been saved, 
if the act then introduced had become a law, it is never- 
theless true, as has been stated, that it would not have 
been a strict compliance with the British act, if it had 
passed, 

In the summer of 1826, Mr. Gallatin was sent to Eng- 
land with instructions, which authorised him to conclude 
an arrangement of the cojonial question upon terms sub- 
stantiaily the same with those which were offered by the 
British plenipotentiaries to Mr. Rush in 1824, but his 


‘authority was confined to an adjustment by treaty stipu- 


lation. 
On the 27th of July, 1826, the king, by order in coun- 
vil, founded upon the act of parliament of July, 1825, 


/declared that the United Stated had not complied with 


; 
} 


the conditions of the act, and therefore directed that the 
trade and intercourse between the United States and 
the greater part of the British colonial ports should 


cease from and after the Ist day of December then fol- 


. . . + - } 
United States in the British colonial ports than upon | 


those of Great Britain herself, or her other colonies, 
and which had been levied for the protection of their 
own produce. This was done by giving an authority to 
the president to suspend the payment of our diserimi- 
nating duties by British vessels coming froin the colo- 


announced to him. 


. a ; + 
nies, upon being satisfied that no such duties were levi- | 


ed in the colonies on our produce, and by declaring that, 
until such evidence was giver, payment should continue 
to be exacted. 

Srdly. It restricted the trade to such British vessels as 


touched at any other port alter they left the colony. 
4thly. It declared that its provisions should only be 


in foree so long as the privileges granted by the actof 


parliament of June, 1822, were allowed to our vessels, 
and that if at any time thereafter, the trade, or any part 
of it, was prohibited to us by Great Britain, through an 
act of parliament or order in council, and that fact pro- 
claimed by the president, each and every of its provi- 
sions should cease, and the acts of 1818 and 1820 be re- 
vived and in full torce, 

‘Lhe passage of this act was followed by the exercise 
of the authority given to the king to impose counter- 
vailing duties; and they were accordingly imposed to an 
amount equal to ours, by an order in council of the 2Lst 
July, 1823, upon all American vessels and their cargoes 
arriving in the colonial ports, Under these reciprocal 
impositions, the trade between the United States and 
the colonies was carried on from that time, until it was 
suppressed by both governments, in the manner hereim- 
alter stated. 

‘The negotiation was resumed by Mr. Rush in Janua- 
ry, 1824. In its course, propositions for regulating the 
trade were submitted by him, which received the assent 
of the British plenipotentiarics, with the exception of 
that prohibiting the imposition of protecting duties in 
the colonies, to which their dissent was expressed in the 
strongest terms. 

Mr. Rush’s instructions precluded him from setUing 
the matter upon any other terms, and the negotiation 
was suspended in the month of June following. 

On the Sth of July, 1825, an act of parliament was 
passed, allowing the trade with the British colonies in 
North America, and the West Indies to all foreign na- 
tions, upon conditions which will be berealter referred 
to. It limited the privileges thus granted to foreign 
vesselstothe ships of those countries, not having colo- 
nies, which should place the commerce and navigation 
of Great Britain, aud her possessions abroad, upon the 
footing of the most favored nation, unless the king, by 
order in council, should in any case deem it expedient 
to grant the whole or any of such privileges to the ships 
of any foreign country, although the required condition 
was not in all respects complied with by such country. 

Mr. King was sent to England in the summer of 
1825, but without instruetions upon this point. His con- 


(to which Great Britain would 


lowing. 

Mr. Gallatin arrived in England a few days after the 
publication of those orders in council. The determina- 
tion of the British government to deeline all further ne- 
gotiation upon the subject was promptly and definitively 
Lhe foundation of this determina- 
tion was avowed to consist principally in the reiterated 
refusals of this government to aecept of the only terms 
agree, and a subsequent 


change of the colonial policy of that government, by 
‘opening her colonial ports to all foreign nations upon the 


/conditions set forth in their acts of parliament. 
had come directly from the colonial ports, and had not | 


The 
whole subject was lsid before congress by the president 
in the winter of 1827, and an unsuccessful attempt made 
to vbtain the passage of a law requiring our ports to be 
closed also. Congress having adjourned without doing 
any thing inthe matter, the president by his proclamation 


dated the 17th day of March, 1827, declared the trade 
between the United States and all the British colonies, 
/with which it had been allowed by the act of parliament 


} 


| 


of 1822, to be prohibited, and the acts of congress of 


1818 and 1820 to be revived. 

On the 16th of July, 1827, another British order in 
council was issued, embracing the regulation of the co- 
lonial trade of Great Britain with all nations; reeiting the 
passage of an actof parliament, by which it was deelar- 
ed that one year from the time of passing the act of July, 
1825, should be the period in which an acceptance of its 
provisions by foreign nations should be valid; deelarin 
what nations had so accepted the same, and closing their 
ports against all those that had not; among the latter, the 

Jnited States were included, 

‘The extent aad cperations of our acts of 1818 and 1820 
have been betore stated. ‘The commercial relations be- 
tween the United States and the British colonies have 
been regulated by their provisions, and the British 
order in council ot July, 1827, from that period to the 
present day. By instructions from this department of 
the Lith of April, 1827, Mr. Gallatin was authorised to 
announce to the government of Great Britain the ae- 


‘quescence of thisin the proposition that the colonial 


/ 
} 


| 


| 
| 





wade should be regulated by law, and to ascertain the 


disposition of the British government to open the trade 
by separate actsof legi-lauon. ‘his was distinetly done 
by Mr. Gallatin, in his note to lord Dudley of the 4th 
of June, 1827. He was further informed that the presi- 
dent was willing to recommend to congress at its next 
session— 

ist. ‘lo suspend the alien duties on British vessels and 
cargoes, and to allow their entry into our’ ports with the 
sane Kind ot British colonial produce as may be import 
ed in American vessels—the vessels of both countries 
paying cqual charges, 

2Zudly. ‘Vo abolish the restrictions in-the act of 1823 
to the direct intercourse between the United States and 
the British colonies, thus leaving Great Britain in the 
exclusive possession of the cireuitous trade between 
Great Britain proper through her colonies; and he was 
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direeted to inquire whether the passage of an act of 
congress to that effect would lead to the revoeation of 
the order in council of July, 1826, to the abolition of the 
discriminating duties on American vessels in the British 


colonial porcs, and to the enjoyment by our vessels of 


the advantages offered by the act of the 5th of July, 
1825. ‘The effect of these concessions, it was pointed 
out tohim, would be a waiver of the claim of the Unit- 
ed States, as made in the act of March, 1823, to the ad- 
mission, into the colonial ports of our produce upon the 
payment of the same duties as similar produce from 
other parts of the British possessions was required to 
pay. 

No answer was made by the British government to 
Mr. Gallatin’s note of the 4th of June, 1827, announcing 
the willingness of this government to arrange the trade 
by separate legislation; and Mr. Canning, on being appli- 
ed to by Mr. Gallatin to know whether he might expect 
a reply, informed him that such was not the intention; 
that they considered that note as merely furnishing ex- 


planations; and he expressed his surprise that any doubt | 


could exist as to the final disposition of the British go- 
vernment upon that subject. 

Atter Mr. Canning’s death, the willingness of the 
United States toaecept, through the medium of sepa- 
rate legislation, the terms of the act of parliament of 
the 5th July, 1825, was again communicated by Mr. Gal- 
latin to the British government, by a note to lord 
Dudley of the 17th August, 1827; in which he requested 
to be informed whether, if congress complied with the 
recommendations which the president was willing to 
make, the United States would be admitted to the trade 
and mtercourse allowed by the act of parliament of the 
Sth of July, 1825. 

Mr. Huskisson. ina subsequent conference, informed 
Mr. Gallatin that Great Britain consilered the colonial 
intercourse as exclusively under her control, and that 
whatever terms might be granted to foreigners, would 
be considered as an indulgence; that he was not pre- 
pared to say whether, in any way, or, if at all, on what 
terms, it would be opened to the United States, in case 
of their repealing their restrictive acts. 

Lord Dudley, in reply to Mr. Gallatin’s letters of the 
4th June and 17th August, after reviewing the grounds 
urged by the United Stites to justify themselves in 
omitting to accept the terms of the act of parliament of 
July, 1825, declined committing the British government 
as to their course in the event of the United States 


adopting the measures proposed, on the following | 


grounds, viz: Ist, that much must of necessity depend 
upon the details of the act which congress might pass; 
Qdly, more onthe condition of the country at the time 
of the passage, and the views which the British govern- 


ment might then have of their interest in the matter, 
and, $fly, thatany stipulations on the subject, would be | 


a virtual departure from the ground taken by his go- 
vernment to regulate the trade by law, and to decline all 
further negotiation concerning it. 

The last information in the possession of this govern- 
ment, in relation to the views of the present British mi- 
nistry upon this subject, is derived from Mr. Barbour 
in January last. He states that, ina communication held 
with lord Aberdeen, in the presence of the duke of 
Wellington, the former expressed his desire of having 
the colonial trade question judiciously adjusted, and his 
conviction that the interdict was injurious to the colo- 
nies, without a proportionate benefit to any other sec- 
tion of the empire. But from subsequent conversations 
with his fordship, and from information derived from 
other sources, Mr. Barbour was induced to believe that 
the British government does not contemplate any re- 
laxation of its colonial system in favor of this country; 
that our late tariff, together with a strong conviction of 
their incapacity to compete upon equal terms with our 
navigation, contributes to this disposition; and that that 
government would willingty withdraw the privileges ot 
trading with its colonies, which it has granted to other 
nations, if that could conveniently be done. 


————— 
greted, there will be found three grounds upon which we 
are most assailable, ist in our too long and tvo tenaci- 
ously resisting the right of Great Britain to impose pro- 
tecting duties on her colonies; 2dly, in not relieving her 
vessels from the restriction of returning direct from the 
United States to the colonies, after permission had been 
given by Great Britain to our vessels to clear out from 
the colonies to any other than a British port; and, 3dly, 
in Omitting to accept the terms offered by the act of par- 
liament of July, 1825, after the subject had been brought 
before congress, and deliberately acted upon by our go- 
vernment. It is, without doubt, to the combined opera- 
tions of these causes, that we are to attribute the British 
interdict. You will therefore see the propriety of pos- 
sessing yourself (ully of all the explanatory and mitigat- 
ing circumstances connected with them, that you may 
be enabled to obviate, as far as practicable, the unfavora- 
ble impression which they have produced. 

The trade, although net wholly suppressed, is alto- 
gether changed in its character. Instead of being di- 
rect, active and profitable, as it once was, it is circuitous, 
burthensome and comparatively profitless. The im- 
portation of the produce of the British West India co- 
lonies into the United States, may be said to have sub- 
stantially ceased, Lt is wholly prohibited in British ves- 
sels, und allowed only direct trom the producing co- 
‘lony. By the orders in council, the admission of Ame- 
rican vessels is prohibited. Consequently, whatever of 
British West India produce is brought into this country, 
(with the exception of what has been recently allowed to 
-be imported trom the Bahama islands, aad the island of 
| Anguilla), must either be brought by the vessels of 
| other nations, which are permitted, under the act of par- 
\ 











limment of July, 1825, to clear from the colonies for 
any other ports, except in Great Britain and. her pos- 
' sessions, or it must be imported as the growth or pro- 
} duce of other colonies, to which the vessels of the Unit- 
led States are admitted, and thus introduced in evasion of 
our law, 

The export trade has been more considerable, though 
(greatly and injuriously reduced. The decrees of nature 
| by which the British West Indies are made dependent 
‘on the United Stites for a great portion of their neces- 
isary supplies, though erroneously resisted, have not 
been altogether trustrated by the retalmtory and impro- 
| vident legislation of the two countries. Large quantities 
of American productions still find their way to the colo- 
/nies. ‘The uncertainty as to how much ot our produce 
is used in the ports to which the exportations are nomi- 
inally made, renders it impossible to speak with accuracy 
'as to the amount actually consumed in the British West 
| India colonies since the ports were closed. In the opi- 
\nion of intelligent merchants, it is about half as much as 
immediately before the interdict. It is carried in Ame- 
rican vessels to the islands of St. Vhomas and St. Bar- 
|tholomew on the one hand, and to the open ports in the 
| British North American possessions on the other. From 
\those ports, it finds its way to the British West India 
colonies, under different regulations in British vessels. 
This trade is burthened with double freight and insur- 
ance, the charges of landing and re-shipping, and also 
commissions and duties in the neutral ports, for that 
| portion which goes by the way of St. Thomas and Sc. 
Bartholomew. ‘The extra expenses thus produced have 
| been estimated at filly per centum on the first cost of 

iumber, and at from fifteen to twenty per centum on 
provisions, A great reduction of the quantity of our ex- 
ports, and the entire exclusion from the trade of many 
| artictes of a perishable nature, which cannot now be sent 
|in consequence. of the increased length of the voyage, 
with its unfavorable effects upon our navigation, are the 
chief injuries which result to our citizens from this state 
j of things. It oppresses the West India planter, by un- 
‘avoidably increasing the prices of such articles of Ame- 
‘rican produce as be still finds it his mtercst to purchase, 
}notwithstanding the disadvantages nnposed upon their 
) mtroduction, It is moreover understood, that the indi- 
reet trade is carried on on British account, and that, 








Such is the present state of onr commercial relations | therelore, the principal part of the extra expenses to 


with the British colanies; and such the steps by which 
we have arrived at.it. 

In reviewing the events which have preceeded, and 
more or less centributed to, a result so much to be re- 


which it is subjected comes ultimately out of their pock- 
ets, 

It is the anxious wish of the president to put an end 
to a state of things so injurious to all parties. He is 
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willing to regulate the trade in question upon terms of 
reciprocal advantage, and to adopt for that purpose 
those which Great Britain has herself elected, and which 
are prescribed by the act of parliament of the Sth July, 
1825, as it is understood by us. Youare directed (o 
make a full and frank exposition of the views and wishes 
of the president in this respect, at as early a period, and 
in such manner, as you may judge best calculaied to ac- 
complish them, and to put it in his power to communi- 
cate the result of this overture to congress at the open- 
ing of the nextsession. He is admonished by the past 
of the inutility of protracted discussions upon a subject 
which has been over and over again debated. lo 
not, therefore,-wish to oceupy you, or harrass the British 
cabinet by their repetition. You are authorised to say 
to the British government, on the part of the United 
States, that they will open their ports to Britis! vessels 
coming from the British colonies, laden with such colo- 
nial productions as can be importcd in American vessels, 


and upon terms in all respects equally favorable; and | 


that they will also abolish the restriction contained in 
our act of 1823, confining the trade to a direct inter- 


course, upon condition that Great Britain will allow | 


Americen vessels the privileges of trade and intercourse 
which were offered by the act of the 5th July, 1825. 
The president indulges a confident expectation that 


the British government will assent to an adjustment | 


upon these terms. He is compelled to think so froma 
conviction that such an arrangement would promote the 
true interests of both parties—a result which he is con- 
fident is as much desired by Great Britain as it can be 
by himself, because she hus heretofore given her delihe- 
rate assent to these terms, (and he finds nothing in the 


condition of the question which renders them less pro- | 


per now than they were then); and, finally, because he 


is unwilling to believe that Great Britain would make so 


invidious a distinetion as to exclude us trom a trade 
which she allows to the rest of the commercial world. 


The United States do not controvert hor right to mono- | 


polize the trade with her colonies; and if the same inter- 
dict which excludes them fron: her colonial ports was ex- 
tended to others, they would not complain. But the 
British government cannot be insensible to the tenden- 
ey which a discrimination of the character referred to 
must unavoidably have, to alienate those hberal and 
friendly teclings now entertamed towards her by our 
people, and which it sliould be the pleasure, as it is the 
duty, of both governments to cherish and perpetuate, 

If the omission of this government to accept of the 
terms proposed, when heretofore offered, be urged as 
an objection to their adoption now, it will be your duty 
to make the British government sensible of the mjustice 
and mexpediency of such a course. 

The opportunities which you have derived from a par- 
ticipation in our public councils; as well as other sour 
ces of information, will enable you to speak with confi- 
dence (as fur as you may deem it proper and useful so 
to do) of the respective parts taken by those to whom 
the adininistration of this government is now committed, 
in relation to the course heretofore pursued upon the 
subject of the colonial trade. Their views upon that 

oint have been submitted to the people of the United 

tates; and the counsels by which your conduct is now 
directed are the result of the judgment expressed by 
the only earthly tribunal to which the late administration 
was amenable for its acts. It should be sufficient that 
the claims set up by them, and which caused the inter- 
ruption of the trade in question, have been explicitly 
abandoned by those who first asserted them, and are not 
revived by their successors. If Great britain deems it 
adverse to her interests to allow us to participate in the 
trade with her colonies, and finds nothing in the exten- 
sion of it to others to induce her to apply the same rule 
to us, she will, we hope, be sensible ot the propricty of 
placing her refusal on those grounds. To set up the 
acts of the late administration as the cause of forfeiture 
of privileges which would otherwise be extended to the 
people of the United States, would, under existing ecir- 
cumstances, be anjust in itself, and could not fail to ex- 
cite their deepest sensibility, The tone of tecling whieh 
a course so unwise and untenable is calculated to pro- 
duce, would doubtless be greatly aggravated by the con- 
sciousness that Great Britain las, by order in council, 


He does | 


ae 
opened her colonial parts to Russia and Franee, not- 
w thstanding a sunitlar omission on their part to accept 
the terms offered by the actot July, 1825. 

You cannot press this view of the subject too earnest- 
ly upon the consideration of the British munistry. It 
has bearings and relations that reach beyond the imme- 
diate question under diseussion, 


Should the arsount of our protecting duties upon the 
production of her colonies, or upon the manufactures of 
the mother country, be reterred to, in connexion with 
this matter, you will be at no loss for the reply. The 
duties upon our agricultural productions, when import- 
ed mto Great Britain, are beyond comparison greater 
than those imposed by the United States on the produce. 
tions or manufactures of Great Britain or her colonies; 
and the denial of her right to impose duties on articles 
the production of the United States, when imported into 
the colonies, in order to protect those of the colonies 
| themselves, or of the mother country, was a leading and 

















relation to the cotonial trade. This is a subjeet on 
which each nation must judge for itself. It is one upon 
which, it is well known, there exists great diversity. of 
| Opinion among our own citizens, but in respect to which 
|} no stipulations ean be made with a fore gn power; at 
least without reciprocal engagements on the part of such 
power—engagements into which there is no reason to 
| believe that the government of Great Britain would at 
| this time enter, If, by the imposition of those duties, 
the United States can secure the production of the same 
\articles at home, it is their right and duty to persevere. 
} If not, the principal burthen tails upon their own citi- 
/zens, and consequently furnishes no cause of complaint 


elation motive for the stand taken by Great Britam in 


on the part of others. 


if the encouragement, by Great Britain, of her North 
| American possessions in the growth and. production of 
| similar articles to those with which we supply her West 
| India colomes, is the motive, the objection is no less ob- 
| vious. To that end, the parent government now exer- 
/cises, without complamt or objection on our part, the 
fcommon rght of imposing higher duties on articles 
| which are not, than on those which are, the growth or 
| produce of their North American possessions; and in 
| domg so she exercises to the full the right coneeded to 
jall nations, of encouraging home productions by. the im- 
| position of protceting duuies. ‘The exclusion of one na- 
juien from the privilege of bringing into the ports of 
another articles that come m competition with home 
productions, whilst their mtroduction is conceded to the 
(rest ol the world, is a measure which cannot find its 
| justification in any prineiples applicable to the protee- 
| live system. It, however, the president should be dis- 
appoimted in his expectations, founded on these and 
other corresponding views ot the subject, he wishes you 
to ask (a request which he is confident will be readily 
granted) that you may be favored with an early and de- 
tinitive answer to the propositions you are authorised to 
submit. Ile makes this appeal to the eandor of the 
British government, that he may be enabled (in the 
event alluded to) to lay before congress, at the com- 
mencement of the next session, the result of this over- 
ture, to the end that that portion of the capital and en- 
terprise of our country which is now waiting the deci- 
sion of the question may seek other channels of em- 
ployment. 
Should your advances be met in the spirit in which 
they are offered, it will become important to consider of 


the form in which the proposed adjustment ought to be 
made. 


This government has heretofore strenuously contend- 








ed for an arrangement by treaty, and that of Great Bri- 
tain has as strenuously opposed any other mode than 
that of separate legislation. ‘he president is willing 
to adoptenher mode. If the views of the British go- 
vernment are now different in that respect, and an ar- 
ragement by treaty be acceptable, you are authorised to 
conclude it upou the principles of these instructions.— 
In that event, the president relies upon your known dis- 
cretion and intelligence that the articles to whieh you 
agree shall be in such form as will earry into full and 
fair effect the views of this governmeut as now ex- 





| pressed, 





—— aie 





—_—— re ee ene 


ee ee ee ee a re ~~. 


. ee 
_om — 
ee te lly ~~ we 


ee ~~ eee -— —- -  - 


~~ 





ene a eee 


Se 


eee Qe eee we 


ee aa a GE Se i a TT oe oe 


we ow 


en 


_——_—=— 
—_ 


= —_—_——- - 


Ce te EE ee me Pape & ~~ ~ 


< 


$68 NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. 15, 1881—BRITISH WEST INDIA TRADE. 





ten 





if (which is more probable) a resort to mutual legis- 
Jation is preferred, the consideration of the mode best 
calculated for the satisfaction of both parties will occupy 
your attention. 


—s. aii 


fora moment think of granting. The force of these ob- 
jections, and the necessity of preliminary explanations 
upon this head proceeding from the British government, 
was virtually admitted by lord Dudley, in his reply to 


That may be effected in one of two ways, viz: cither | Mr. Gallatin’s notes of the 4th of June and 17th July, 


by an order in council, opening the British ports to 


American vessels alter a certain day; in the event of the | 


United States haying before that time complied with 
the conditions of the act of parliament of the-5th of 
July, 1825, by opening our ports to the admission of 
British vessels, and allowing their entry with the same 
kind of British or colonial produce as may be imported 
in American vessels, the vessels of both countries pay- 
ing the same charges; by suspeading the alien duties on 
British vessels and cargoes, and by abolishing the re- 
strictions in our act of 1823 to the dircet intercourse be- 
tween the United States and the British colonies—thus 
leaving Great britain in possession of the circuitous trade 
between Great Britain proper and the United States, 
through the British colonies. Or, the president will 
recommend the same measures to congress, at their 
next session, on being assured by the British government 
that the passage of an act of congress to that effect will 
lead to the revocation of the British order in council of 
July, 1$27, to the abolition or suspension of all discri- 
minating duties on American vessels in the British colo- 
nial ports, and to the enjoyment by us of the advantages 
of the Jast mentioned act of parliament. 

You are authorised to agree to either mode, but the 
former is, for many reasons, to be preferred. In all that 
is said upon the subject it must be borne in mind that 
the president, whatever may be his wishes, or the course 
he might otherwise adopt, has no authority to move in 
the matter without the aid of congress. ‘The only laws 
relating to this subject now in force, are the acts of 
1818 and 1820, by virtue of which our ports are closed 
against the admission of British vessels engaged in the co- 
lonial trade. They do not confer a dispensing power 
on the president, and he has no such authority derived 
from any other source. 

Some explanatory act, or a stipulation having a pros- 
pective view to such provision as congress may make, 
will certainly be necessary to enable the United States 
to avail themselves of the privileges offered by the act of 
parliament of 1825, By that act we are required, asa 
condition to the enjoyment of its advantages, to place 
the commerce and navigation of Great Britain and her 
possessions abroad upon the footing of the most favored 
nation. If it is meant by the eoundition that the com- 
merce and navigation of Great Britain, and her posses- 
sions abroad, shall be gratuitously and generally placed 
on the same footing with those of the most favored na- 
tion, by granting to them privileges which are allowed 
by us to other nations for equivalents received, it would 
be wholly inadmissible. 

By the laws of both countries, the vessels of each are 
prohibited trom importing into the ports of the other any 
other productions than those of the country to which 
such vessels respectively belong. By the laws of the 
United States, this restriction is applied only to those 
countries which apply a similar interdict to our commerce, 
Almost all other countries have excluded it from their 
navigation codes: such nations, therefore, enjoy the privi- 
lege of importing from any country Upon paying our alien 
duties—a privilege which we cannot extend to Great Bri- 
tain because her laws deny it to us, 

Our discrimination duties, also, have, in consequence 
of arrangements by treaty, been abolished as to certain 
nations, and their vessels and cargoes admitted on equal 
terms with those of the United States. We have, more- 
over, treatics with Central America and Denmark, by 
which it is stipulated that whatever can be imported to, 
or exported trom, either country, from or to any foreign 
place, in its own vessels, may be so imported or export- 
ed in the vessels of the other country, on the payment of 
the same duties. Should the terms ‘*most favored na- 
tion” be understood by Great Britain im the sense | have 
referred to, she would entitle herself, in case of a lites 
ral compliance on our part with the terms ot the act of 
1825, to all those privileges for her European navigation 
and commerce, without reeiprocating them to the United 
States—a privilege she would, it is hoped, be too just to 
desire, and which, certainly, the United States could not 


1826; but he considered them as answered by the state- 
ment of Mr, Gailatin, that the president was willing to 
recommend certain specific measures to congress, as a 
fulfilment of the conditions of the act of 1825, and the 
president would have adopted them himself if he had 
been clothed with authority to that effeet. 
The sirople and suflicient reply to this view of the 
matier is, that those measures were proposed by the 
United States, not as a strict compliance with the eondi- 
tions required, butas all that they could offer, and with 
}an accompanying declaration that they fell short of what 
the act of 1825 required, and would still leave our come 
pres with the colonies dependent upon the future dis- 
pensation of the British government. he validity of 
this opinion lord Dudley did not attempt to eontrovert. 
if itis then true that either further preliminary legis- 
tive acts, or a prospective stipulation on the part of 
Great Britain, be necessary, a previous order in council 
should'be preferred: F.rst, Because it would obviate the 
two principal objections stated by lord Dudley to her 
binding herself for the future. ‘Those objections were, 
that the future course of Great Britain must, necessarily, 
in part, depend upon the details of such act as congress 
might pass; and that the very fact of making such a sti- 
pulation would be a departure from a ground which their 
government had taken upon full deliberation, that they 
| would pot suffer themselves to be drawn into any négo- 
tiation upon the subject of the colonial trade, but claimed 
for themselves the right to regulate it by their own se- 
parate and independent legislative acts. ‘he mode pro- 
' posed would manifestly obviate the first objection, and 
/avoid the other. Secondly, Because such an act on the 
part of Great Britain, after the past transactions of the 
two governments on this subject, could not fail to re- 
move all asperities from the minds of our people, and 
contribute more than an adjustment in any other form to 
produce that spirit of mutnal kindoess between the two 
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| countries which is the interest of both to cherish, and 


which the president is earnestly solic.tous to maintain. 
Assuming that the stey ean be taken by Great Britain, 
(as it assuredly can), without disparagement, the eonsi- 
deration stated would, it is believed, have a persuasive 
influence on her conduct. In issuing such an order in 
council, the British government would only be aeting 
upon the same policy which it has in part already pure 
sued in relation to the Bahama islands and the island of 





Anguilla. Great Britain revoked her order in council 
of July, 1827, as to those islands, because it was requir- 
ed by a due regard to her interests, That being ascer- 
tained, no consideration of form or matter of feeling was 
allowed to interfere. What good reason can be assigned 
why the same should not be done for the maintenance of 
greater interests, and under more eligible circumstances? 
Should that mode, however, be declined, it is hoped 
that the only remaining one will be adopted without he- 
sitation. . r- SS eg ee ee 

I will add nothing as to the impropricty of suffering 
any feelings that find their origin in the past pretensions 
of this government to have an adverse influence upon 
the present conduct of Great Britain. Without such 
an assurance on her part, your mission, so far as relates 
to the colonial trade, must be wholly inoperative. If 
this result is produced by a real change of opinion on the 
part of the British ministry with respeet to the recipro- 
cal advantages of the trade, and a determination to ex- 
clude the United States from it, in order to promote her 
own interests, and that is frankly and promptly avowed, 
the whole matter will be at least intelligibly concluded. 
If, however, they are not prepared to take this ground, 
but suffer themselves to desire that the United States 
should, in expiation of supposed past encroachments, 
be driven to the necessity of retracing their legislative 
steps, without knowledge of its cffeet, and wholly de- 
pendent upon the indulgence ot Great Britain, they can- 
not be insensible of the extreme improbability that any 
further measure will be taken by congress, before whom 
(in the event alluded to) it would probably be the plea- 
sure of the president to lay the whole matter. 
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